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Should have thought it Preſumptioꝶ t. . | 

inſeribe ſo little a Thing to ſo great a Name, 8 8 

had not Pro 3 

a ktcoſbe an Oecaſi ona! Hearer, where this | | 2 
plain Diſcourſe was a ſeaſonable Refreſhment 

to Jour Spirit; what was not then diſagreeable | 
ro Your Ear, nor ſlighth impreſt on Your Mind, 

J perſwade my ſelf may now be offered to 


our Eye, with very little Ceremony, and with-' = 
out great Offence, when 8 f 


neither expect, nor deſire an Attſul Pi | 8 


|. gratify Curioſicy with maſterly Strokes, aud. F 
.N Afarprizing Beauties, . A keene Diſcourſ af = 
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Some part of the following Diſcourſe can't 


Eee greeable to Your Ladyſpip's Taft, as it 


refers to the Proteſtant Cauſe ; Your firm adhe- 


rance to which (as became the Name of Er. 


min) is fully known, in more Inſtances than 
ene, to thoſe who fir in the higheſt places. 

Por that Cauſe You have been a great Suffe. 
rer, and a greater Advocate; when it was as a 
ſingle Spark in the midſt of Waves, Vou was 
not a little concerned in preventing its being 


extinguifhe: Your Ladyſhip, though . e 
pect 


on a Pinnacle of Honour by the fair pro 
of the Glory of a little World, ſoon gave a 


noble evidence You had too much Senſe of Your 
own, to allow that the Sences of others ſhould 
be impoſed -on by a picec of Bread, and too 
true 4 Faith to believe things impoſſible, and 
too juſt an Eftimate of the greateſt Favours, a 
Caurt could beſtow, to bow' down to an Hol, 


that You might the more eaſily tale them up. 


The other Part of the Diſcourſe (Madam) 
1 hope will not be diſagreeable, as it refers to 
the Afflictions of Private Chriſtians, when the 
unbappy Education, and furprizing Death of Your 
only Son, has been the great occaſion of Your 
beiing (in the midſt of Honours) acquainted 
Vith Grief: That, indeed, was a terrible Stroke, 
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fort; but tho? 


all che Bloſſoms of Your Ce 
Your Ladyſhip may be allowed to grieve, 
yet You can't allow Your ſelf to complain, 


when the Bleſſed God does offer to You his Only 
Son, that You may Weh im n and what 


| him for ever. 

Jam not noel concern d, tht ch Diſ. 
ny is offer d to You in fo m a dreſs, when 
perhaps it may be as great an Abſurdiy. to a- 


dorn a Diſcourſe on Afflictions, as it is to re · 


preſent Death by the Beauties of Touth, or to 


mourn at a Funeral in Nuptial Ornaments: 


Manna may be ſiset in a Wilderneſs, cho it 
be nor delicate; and a Cordial may refreſb Your 


Spirits, tho' it be not received from a Cup of 


Gold: 2 hey who were it lin the mk, did not 
pleaſe themſelves fo much: wiih the beauty and 
fene ſs of the Building, as with the comfortable 


tbongbt, that they were ſafe in the midſt of the 


mighty Waters: And I believe that if by the 


guidance of the Divine Spirit, You fix oe 


Eye on any thing in this Diſcourſe, that may 


be a+ ſupport. to You in Trouble, a giard in. 


| Tempration , and an encouragement to Duty, 


Vou will not be uneaſy at the compoſure, tho 
it be not fme, but thankiull to God that it is auß 
way uſekull.- 34 f "oy This 


n ALS eee fc ae wg et 3 * . — — 


* * herEpile Deicatory. 


"he 15 my ſincere: deſi ign in offering i it mY 


: Meals Ladyſhip's ſerious: thought, as to one who be- 


lie ves that: tue 


Neligion is not to be meaſured 


by the arbitrary rufe of any Party, but by un- 
ſeigned Faich, fer vent Love, and an unblame- 
able Life; that a good Lonſcience (as it gives | 
e ni God) is the ee 


refreſhment in an hour of forrow.y/ for if that 


pulſe of the Soul beats true, the wakefull eye 
of Envy, the inſectious breath of Slander, the 


invenom'd tongue of Malice, ſhould no mt 


diſturb its Pe ce, than they can endanger its 
Safety: And tho. Your Honours as well as Sor. 


rows are paſſing away, as You cannot clip the 


wings of time, nor ſtop one ſand in the run- 
ning glaſs, nor turn it up when tis once run 


out, yet Nur God will be always the ſame; 
who (as You love and ſerve him) will be 
Your Sun and Shield in this World, and Your 


everlaſting bliſsfull Portion in a better, Which | 


 Thall be che en ene 1 5 


nur Lab 15. 5 ef ag, 
2 and moſt Hanble Seroan, | 


Michal Porz. 


| Chriſtian 


Solemm Day, when, by a call from the Throne, 4 


whole Kingdom. was. upon the Knee before Ainighy | 
God; that ſo.apt a Supply, was ſo ſeaſonably orde- 


red, and willingly afforded, by the Wort hy Aut bor 

ofethe enſuing Diſcourſe; who hath therein well in. 
ftructed not -only thoſe. of the ſame Character, to 

| approve. themſelves as the Miniſters of Chriſt; by 

the Ward of. Truth, by the Power of God, 

the Armeur of Righteouſneſs, by Honour and 
Diſhonour, by evil report and good report; as 
Deceiyen, andlyet true; hut the Congregation, 

and nom alſo by:this : \(tequeſted), publication, the 


whole Nation, 'concerning\the great and ſure re- 


ſort of a hrofelſng Prople, hw able'to:-Diftreſs, 


by a Potent, Inſuking. Eneny; directing themwhbere | 
to place their final and 2 8 Hope: a Courſe 
likely to engage the Di- 


than which, none 165 Fs 


vine Preſence and Afſiftance , for it carries in it an 
0 Confeſſion 5 narrom Limits of Humane 
n 5 Contrivancess. 


| T. was 4 oleh lle * to „ (ese mY : 
& little uneaſie): that by: e and threat · 
ning Tnfirnnties, A under reſtraint, from 
bearing a. part in the Publick Performances, of that 
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er: We know not wt 

HEE Apprebenſus on and C onfidence of the , . 
mymenſity of the Wiſdom and Power of God, but 
© our Eyes are upon thee; us conceiving innumera- 

wie dae t lie oßen to his view, when all are put up 
i to ours; mam mig 5 Works to be within his Pave, 

when we can e hing for our 'own. Salvation ; 
cribing all thut to bim, hic h we neither can, nor 
are arrogute to our ſelves'; attributing © Omniſci 
e ence and Omnipotence to the Divine Eye and 
x El: baer when act -C. Men nor ance nd ids. 
ER ſh, that He may fill | 
the whole Stage. We retire into nothing; that 
He may be all in all. How might i it diſmay our mo / 
e nem 4 make h 
the! Art rn in it land we can 
flyreſort 
? What then can remiin to the 
„Let us flee from 
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k. les Deſpair; there is not tlie leaſt Spark of Hope 3 


; on ONE 2 * 
88 


fflictions 15 the People of Gov; _ 

. 565 RON. 3 20. . Fei x 12. laſt ET, q 

Þ Neither know we what to dt ; —— 8 
ur byes are upon Thema: rad; 


H IS World is a a Middle-ſtate between Hea- 


” ven and Hell; a State of Probation and — 3 
II Preparation: As long as we inhabit it we | 1 
mall always find Days of Prayer and Thankf = 1 


| giving upon many Accounts to be proper and ne- - 2 
ceſſary. Our preſſing Wants and heinous Sins will | 


call for the one; and our merciful Receipts, and 85 h 
incourag d Hopes, will lay claim to the other. He.. Wo 
ven is a State of perfect Innocence, and conſummate = | 

| Glory, there can be no Sin to lament, no Want to = 


ſolicit 3 and ſo no room for Faſting % 
Hell is a State of inconceivable Torment, and end» * Op 


ia that place of Darkneſs to enliven a Prayer, and 1 
there is not the leaſt Beam of Mercy! in that State of og 


Torment to incourage a Thankſgiving but in this 
ate of. Trial our Sins and Wants will Py us Md 
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farts, perhaps to. awaken their Fears, and enliven 
their Prayers, that Perſons fo dear might be a mean 

to open their Eyes to fee their Danger, and fix their 
Eyes to pray the more fervently for Relieet. 


. When Judah according to the ſolemn Call was aſ- 
ſembled, The Religrous King appears before them as 
a Devout .Prieft ; his Crow was no Plea for his Si- 
lence, and bis Throne was no Excuſe, but the Altar 
and Soepter might be joined without the leaſt Diſ- 
Fare; the Court did not appear the Jeſs 1 1 


— * ? 
Ld 
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5 ce 


« Not on our Counſeis and Pr 


Eye fit on God. The Phraſe, does import. a deep 


ore STA” A wes er es»: D 


— rene — — metros STI 


1597 on in the Tape T5 did not ſerve Its a 

by Deputy, but ſtood up in the Houſe of the Lord; verle * 
and addreſſes his God for himſelf and People, with 

| 00 L God verſe 4 
of our Fathers, &c. the Words. of 15 Tex are the 

Concluſion of the Prayer; he began with his Tongue, 

and concluded with his Eper: We know not what to 


a very ſolemm and patbetical Pra Jer, 


do ; but our Eyes are npon Thee. This is the Voice : 


1 1 of Deſpa ir.:as.to. this World: We hnow not what to . 
do; e have no Wiſdom, to preſeribe, nor ;Power 


to execute; and it is the Voice of Hope as to the 


upper World: Our Eyes are upon thee. This World 
to us is all Dar bneſt, here is no Light to guide 


or refreſu our Eye, but ARIES, is: Place of the 


5 bri ghᷣteſt Lig ht and warmeſt 


o our Eyes are 
ry that Light may direct us, ps; 25 6 ſupply ns: : 


0 As if it had been ſaid ; Our 1 D 


rous and potent by cunning and deceitful, malici- 


". ous and watchful, active jan united,” cruel and 
2 mercileſs, reſolved. and intent, juſt ready to ſeize 


and devour us, and our Wiſdom is Folly, - op 
Strength as Weakneſs ; but our. Eyes arg upon 


Cs, our, Annicrand 
Forces, our Experi tences or Preparations, . not on 


< our ſelves, or others, but we are as one Univerſal 


L th in the £ Or 


Toe of pil oy 1 75 


4 4 Diſcourſe an on * e Aﬀfitions : 155 


lc Supplicants, petitioning for f peedy and ſui- 
table Succour ; and as humble, hopeful Expect ante, 


Petitions from God. The Obſervation that 1 thall 
| inſiſt on from the words: is this. % . 


Volume do abundantly prove the Propoſition with. 
out yer to the Narratives of profane Record 


waiting for the refreſhing Returns of their fervent” 


x 


When a People ptoſelling the Name of God, are 


for Reafons worthy of God, brought very low; ; 


then they have fufficient Incouragement to apply 
themſelves to God for fuitable and ſpeedy Relief : 


In the management of this Propoſition I ſhall con- 


ſider theſe things. | | 
2c 15 Shew how a People peculiarly related to God 


may be reduced to great Straits. 


(2) Inquire for what Reaſons worthy of God this 


Is ſo ordered. 


(3) Inquire what ecm of incouragement a 
People ſo related, and ſo diſtreſſed , have to apply 
themſelves to God in hope « of ſuitable Relief. 


— Apply it. 


| ROD hew that a people preatiarly related t to God 
may 


brought very low. 
Few can doubt the Truth of this Propoſition, ſo 


I ſhall not inſiſt on it, with a Deſign to inform, but 
to affett : Not to enlighten your Mind, but to help 
Jour Memory, and impreſs your Affection: : The 


iſtory, Predictions and Threatnings of the Sacred 


The Jewiſh and Chriſtin Church have the Stamp of 
the Truth of this Propoſition ſo deep and bright, 
_ Tit none but the wandering or enn, Eye, ean 
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eſcape it. Is not the Hiſtory of the Church of Chriſt 
as it were wrote in Blood ! and does it not preſent us 
at firſt view with a Book of Martyrs ! Caſt your Eyes 
on the enſlaved Church in Egypt; how dark were 
their Priſons, how tedious their Work-houſes, how 
great was their Task, and how fmall their Wages? oo 
The Sons of God were made Slaves to Brutes, and a ._ > nl 
peculiar People made common Drudges. Were not | j 
they as a Sacred Incloſure; in which Divine Light by 
and Love, did with a more glorious diſplay ſhine = | AF 
and refreſhꝰ ſeparated by a Wall of Partition, not per- 
bjhbaps ſet up to keep the Gentiles out, but to keep the 
Jem in. And has not that Garden of the Lord been 
covered with the Bryers of the Wildernefs? This 
was the People on whom the Name of God did ſhine, 
who were ſtiled his Firſi-born, his Delight, and yet 
they are Slaves to others, and a Torment to them- 
felves. Was not this the People that were bleſt 
and dignified with the comfortable Symbols of the 
Divine Preſence, and the honourable Enſigns of 
the Divine Glory? - %). 
To theſe were committed the *-Oracles of God, the * Hebrews 
Ark of the Covenant, the ' Urim and Thummim, and 7 * * 
the Pot of Manna and the Oracle muſt. be ſilent, 
the Ark broker, the Urim and Thummimn turn d in- 
to Darkneſs and Deluſſon, and the Manna that had 3 
2 Taſts be fo corrupt as to have one. Oh the 9 A 
Diſmal Conſequences of their Infidelity and Idola- | 
try! the Sons of God muſt be torn with the Thorns ' 
and Bryers of the Wilderneſs; and the Sanctuary of 


* 


And how is that Church diſperſed this Day 2 The 
Walls of Jeruſalem are fallen, and the Stones ſeatter- 
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(ci I may fo expreſs it) to raiſe a Mounment in re- 5 


membrance of a Deceaſed Church: They are as Straw 
on a Dunghill; the Flower that was admired by all 
is now withered, and the Stalk trampled ' on by 
others. The Mount of Light and Joy is now a Val- 
ley of Tears and Darkneſs, and they who were as 
an Oracle to othed Nations are a Hiſſing to all about 
them. * And has not the Chriſtian Church been hung in 
Black, as a Mournful Spectacle to Saints and Angels? 
The Lilly has grown among Thorrs, and the Dove 
made its Neſt in the Clefts of Craggy Rocks. How 
low was the Church when a Prey to the Rowan 
Eagle? How diſtrefſed , when in thoſe ſeveral Fur- 
naces the Saint, were melted: down as Oar ? Ho- ¹.; 
often were the Garments of the Saints dyed in 
Blood? and their Houſes of Prayer turned into pla- 
ces of Slaughter? Now Perſons who live like Bea? 
can cover tliemſelves with the ſacred Name of Chri- 
ſtiaus, and paſs for ſuch; but then they who lived 
as Chriſtians, were covered with the Stizs of Beaſts, 
and in the midſt of Flames called Wolves and Tygers. 
How are tlie flouriſhing Churches of Aa now wi- 
thered ? their Names ate almoſt forgot, like ald 
-Medals;covered with Dyſt; their Inſcription is fearce 
-InteHipthle. How frightful are the Ruins of the 
Temples in Africa? that Garden is now as a Wil- 
derneſs, the Reſort and Refuge of the moſt Rave- 
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__ *-Pope Julius in ſeven Tears wu the becaſion of the Slaughter of 200000, . 
The Maſſacre in France cut off rooooo, in three Months. P. Perionius 
«affirms, that in the Perſecution of the Albigenſes and Waldenſes, ooo 
were aeftroyed. From the beginning of "the jſeſuits till 1580, (about 0 
Tears) gοοοοοοveriſbed, ſaith; Balduinus. The Duke of? Alva put ti ẽ 


ff hat the Iaquiſition in, 30! Tears deſtrged 
156000. Dr. More's Divine Dialogues and Myſtery of Iniqui ty, isi. 
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nous Beaſts. Mow ſhould we weep over the i. 
dom d Church in Bohemia, and the Saints of Savoy 

that are driven as Partridges on the Mountains? 

What a diſzral Spectacle is the Church of France ! 


their Temples are turned into Dungeons, their Altars 


into Scaffolds, their Seats of Worſhip into noiſom Pri- 
ſons, and ſlaviſb Gallies ; inſtead of the Bread of 


Life they eat the Bread of Sorrow, and the Cap of 


Salvation is now turned into a Cup of Aſtoniſhment 5 
how deep are their Sighs, how mournful their Cries? 
Should we not weep over their Bonds, and do what 
wie can to unty them ? God indeed has ſpared Eng- 
and, the flaming Sword has hung long over us, tho 
Juſtice has not yet given the Blow; but if we look 


aon dur Guilt, and then think on the Reſentments of 


Heaven, we have reafon to fear, the Stroke may 


be as fudden as it may be dreadful. I dare not 


 fay what God will do, but I can freely, ſay what 
Heaven in point of Juſtice may do, to a People that 


* 


has abuſed ſo clear Light and warm Love: Does not 


our Sins tell us, if we will liſten to their cry, that a 
diſmal Cloud may overſpread us, and every com- 
fortable thing die under its baneful Shade? may not 

our Rights and Properties be ſeized by a Hand of 


Violence, and our Liberties be reſtrained by an Arm 


of Foreign Power; ſo that to pray in publick ſhall be 
puniſh's as a publick Crime? How may the Bloſſoms 


| of our Plenty drop off, and the very Staff of Life be 


broken? How ſoon may the Pillar of our Strength. 
fall, the Channels of our Trade be ſtopt up, our- 
"Treaſures be poured out as Water on the Ground, and 


then our Blood flow down after them? May not the 


Noiſe of the Trumi et, th > Clat tering of Amour, the 


Alarum of War be heard in our Streets, our Cauntry. 


become: 


8 A Diſcouſſe on the Aj 
become a Field of Blood, and our Cities Places of 
S:culls 2 How ſoon may our powerful Armies be trod 
on as Carcaſſes, and our mighty Fleets (in which 
Ve ſo much glory) be ſcattered as Straws in the | 
Whirlwind : May not the Wiſdom: of the Nation be 
_ | turned into Fooliſhneſs, the Strength of the Na- 
_ tion into Weakneſs, the Health of the Nation into ñ⁊ĩ 
1 Rottenneſs, and the Glory of the Nation into Contemp᷑t 
and Diſerace; and may not the Light of the Goſpel be 
removed, (which is the very Dregs of the bitter 

Cup,) and the Lamps of the Sanctuary be extin- 

: gauiſh d; our Paſtors driven away, and their Flocks 
Pſal. 4. 2. Worried by ravenous Wolves * This God may do not 

only in Point of Sovereignty, but ſtrict Juſtice 5 and 

will not then our Souls be ſore vexed, our Tears be our 

Meat, our Hearts wither like Graſs, when ſuch Flames 

of Fury ſhall diſplay the Glory of Divine Venge- 

ance? TI pretend not to a Spirit of Propheſie, but 

will endeavour to promote a Spirit of Holineſs, the 

ane is unſpeakably more deſirable than the other; we 

may propheſie on Earth, and weep in Hell; but a 

Spirit of Holineſs will guide and comfort us in #h;s 

World, and reward us in a better: But though we 
-cafitt determine that it ſhall be thus with us, yet our 
Prayers #his Day ſhould be very earneſt, and our 
Sorrow very deep, that ſuch Judgments may not 
prove our utter Ruin. | V 
(2) We are to conſider for what Reaſons worthy ⁵ 
of God it is ſo ordered, that the Church of God ſhall 
ſometimes be bravght ſo very low. Some would im- 
mameäiately reſolve this into the abſolute Sovereignty * | 
= Job 33 13. of Heaven, as he giveth no Account of his Matters; but 
I think that it is Hothfal Fo!ly, not to enquire into 

the Reaſons of State, why ſo peculiar and beloved. a 
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Part of his Government ſhould be ſo diſtreſſed; When 
God doth not only condeſcend to allow us, but his Ro- 


ſtrictly oblige us. He doth all things according to the 1 


# does determine, and Powe 


81 33 a 
— OI 


N of po 7 a I 


yal Authority for our comfort and ſecurity doth moſt 


a the hurch is not managed by Epli. T. 1 f. 
wreer Will, but Counſel ¶ direct to what his Wilt 


For Juſtice execute: And 


Counſel of his Will th 
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fully enjoyed, when they are made = 
God here with the Church Militant, and more meet to 


% — . # 


e more t to act for 


enjoy him above with the Church Triumphant ? And 


theſe are the Ends deſigned by Chriſt, in afflicting his 


own People, moſt worthy of the Majeſty of Heaven, 
moſt congruous to all his perfeFions, and melt fubſer- 


vient to a common good: For ſuch Ends as theſe the 
very Children of God may /h, and the Apple of 


the Eye of God weep; and they who are as a „net on 


His hand for ſome time be covered with the Duſt of 


Afflictions: Chriſt Jeſus who is their Head is glori- 


fied by their Afflictions. They who are related are 
Improved and bettered, the Relation it ſelf is made 
more clear, firm and comfortable, and the End, of 


the Relation thereupon fully and evidently anſwer- 


ed ʒ which will abundantly account for the reaſona- 
bleneſs of their being diſtreſſed and brought very 


tow; and this will appear by confidering a few par- 
ticulars : All which are as applicable to every parti- 


 eutar Chriſtian in Affliction, as to the diftreſſed Church | 
of Chriſt in general; which ought to be conſidered, 
that fo a common good may be of particular Uſe and 


Service. 


(1) The Afflictions of his People are very re- 
fotiable, becauſe God hereby is abundantly glorifi: 
ed. That which is the End with God: ſhould be a 


beginning with us, his Glory. 


Nor Chriſt Jeſus, doth glvrif. himſelf, and is g- 
wied by. others; in the diſtreſſes ef his People: It 


can't but be thought highly reaſõnable, that h who 


| ſhaded his Glory by a Veil of Fleſh, that he might 
aall a People by his Name: He who ſpilt his Blood, 
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f the People 
and hung on as accurſed Tree, to raiſe a Church and 
form a Temple to himſelf, ſhnuld be glorified in 
them, and by them: He does accordingly greaten 
and brighten himſelf by the Weights and Darkneſs 
of his own Children: He gloriffes himſelf according 
to his ſeveral CharaFers and Titles, and according 
do his ſeveral PerfeFions He is repreſented as a 
Teacher, and ſo he magnifies himſelf by inſtructing 
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his Children, by Darbneſe as well as Light: They 
vho would form a true Scheme of the Motions and 
lafluences of the heavenly Bodies muſt obſerve tlie 
Dark as well as bright Aſpects of Heaver, take no- 
-F tice of the weeping Cloud, and fleecy Snow, as well 
as the glorious Sun, and ſparkling Stars; the Eclipſes 
as well as the Radiancy and Splendor of the Hea- 
vens and ſo true Chriſtians are inſtructed by gloomy 
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yy ew ly TP 0 
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FF Shadows, as well as by refreſhing Beams. Epbraime Jer. 3 1. i8. 
by his Chaſtiſement was inſtructed, the Children of 

- AX God know hereby more of God, and of themſelves, 

y FF more of the Evil of Sin, and the Plague of their 

- 7} Hearts, more of the Vanity of this World of Sha- 
dos, and mere of the Gloriesr of another: Some- 

5 times they are not themſelver, and by an Affliction 

1, it is with them, as it is ſaid of Nebroadnezzer, 

d IF when he was driven from his Kingdom, that 
Ibis underſtanding returned to him, the Hide and 

3- # Hoofs of the Beaſt recovered the underſtanding 

i- of the King: Chriſt is repreſented as a Ning, and Dar. 434 


2” ry 


a in Afflictions he does moſt gloriouſly diſplay his 
Royal Perfections, when he does protect his People 
o- inthe moſt-threatening Dangers, and make ſuitable 
It Proviſion ſon them in the greateſt xtremities. He is 
o a Sin tothemtin the darkeſt Minute, to diſpenſe to 
ht them ſuitable good, anfl x Shield to chem in tlie 
CCC 
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greateſt Hazards to guard them from the greateſt | 
Evils; he'll permit the Enemies of his People, to 
worry them as Lambs among ravenous Wolves, ad 
then ſcatter them as Duft. andidafh them in pieces as. 
a Potter's-Veſſel: That the Strength of his People. 
may appear in the Midſt of their Ruins, and their 
Glory rife up out of their Aſhes: He will fometimes 
let a Storm ariſe; andthe Hands of his People ſhake 5 7 
but he will ſo enable them that they ſhall 54 fa FA 1 
the Form of ſound: Words, in the moſt ſtormy and | 
bluſtering Weather: How conſpicuous are the Per- 
_F&#:ons of a Redeemer in the Darkneſs of his own. 
Children? Is not his Wiſdom evident when there- 
by they are made more lite bim, and more uſe- 
ul to him; when with him they are per fected by ſuf 
. like Diamonds, that muſt be poli d and fi- 
9 nilhd by ſevere Cutting: when they are awakened | 
to Aifpatcts bis: Work by the Alarums of his Provi- | 
dence:; if the Clouds gather, and the Rain fall, the 
Harveſt is haſtened in, that it may not be loſt; when 'F 
the Billows ſwell, and the Winds roar, and the 
Heavens thicken, the Marriner ſtirs up himſelf, 
toiſave himfelf and Treaſure: 'And-ſo Ghriftians are 
apt to ſleep in the Sun: ſhine, bat ſoon recover 
themſelves} 1n the darkneſsof the Evening: Is not the. 
Caodueſi of a Redeemer viſtble,-when hereby many 
Sinn and [Evil s are prevented; and our Communion 
with himis more.abundantly-ſweerned?. The Manna is 
ſweet when it falls among the Briars of the Wilder- | 
neſs, and the Waters refreſh when they flow from-a # 
| "Rock ſtruck: by the Hand of Faith; the Power of añ⁶ 
Redeemer gloriſies it ſelf in ſupporting and deliver- | 
ang his Herne: They ſhall be brought to the Red- 
Sed, not iothat, RY N 1 and deſpair at the 
HOTESTY. | ok \ 
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Brink of the Sea, but that a Hand of Power may 
divide the Waters, and they ſing on the other 
ſide the Song of Moſes and the Laub. They 
ſhall be caſt into the Den with Daniel, that Pow- ,7 ., 

er may ſtop the Mouths of the Lions; and inn 

to a Fiery Furnace with the three Witneſſes, that 

Flames may witneſs to their Innocence, that Nature 

it ſelf may as it were ſtand ſtill, and teſtify to the 

Truth of their Grace: I might add, that the Faith- 

Fulneſs of a Redeemer is evidenced in fulfilling his 

Promiſe, that tho his Diſciples walk on the Waves 
they ſhall not be overwhelmed:; we may then ſay 

as it is ſaid of Reproach, if we be reproabbed for 1 peter 4. 
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the Name of Chrift be is glorified on bur part; but our 14. 
| Redeemer is not only gloriſted by his on People in 
their Afflictions, but he is alſo: magnified; either oz - 
or i theit very. Enemies; either as a Savioir-incon- - 
vincing and reel aintingtbem, or as a Judge in condem- 
_ Ping and deſtroying ibem. Thus he ſays; I will be kraus 
honoured on Pharaoh; we well know that when thñe + * * 
Perſecutors lookt on the 3 Witneſſes im the Fire, not p g. 2 
a Hair being ſcorcht, they acknowletlged' and gave % , 
Glory to God ; and When Daniel was iii the Ben, ns en 
Darius honoured: God: Thus the Beauty and Splen- -. 
dor of his own People have been brightned in the 
Eyes of their Enemies, they have admired their 
Faith and Love, Patience and Conſtaney; as ſomne 
Greens appear molt Beautiful in the ſbarpeſt ſeaſons - 
ſometimes Chriſt does glorify himſelf as a Judge in 
condemning their Cruelty, and avergine- himſelf u p- 
on them. Some ſhall: be Perſecutors; that upon 
them may come all the Righteous Blood that ſhal! 
15 be ſhed from the Blood of Abel; It ie 4 righteous 2 Theſſul: 
thing with him to recompenſe Tribulation to them that 1.6. 
trouble his own People.” © (ne 


"Ee T be Aion of Gods © own e ve- 
= reaſonable, becauſe hereby their unruly Luſts and 
Corruptions are weaken d and mortify d; all Chri- 
ſtians who feel the Remaint of Corrup ted Nature, 
think it ft that they ſhould ede f and is it 
not reaſonable that God therein ſhould 20% them, 
that the 7 may not groan under the weight of their 
$7, and be terrify'd with the Spectrums of their 
Guilt? and how apt a Meenſis a ſevere Affliction to 
mortify any inordinate Affection? It is in Scripture 
compared to Phy/ick, to purge off the noxious Hu- 
mours, which do threaten Death: To a Pruning 
Hook, to lop off the Luxuriant Branches that draw 
from the Root and ſpoil the Fruit: To Ploughing, 
which deſtroys the Weeds, and prepares for a Har- 
veſt: To a Fan, that ſeparates the Chaff, and ſe- 
cures the Wheat: The reaſon of the matter is very 
obvious; for does not Afflictions make us more 
ſenſible of our Corruptions ? Then we conſider and exa- 
ann l. mine our ſel lves ; before we knew but little * ef our 
_ ed wes ſebves : When the Veſſel is ſhook the Sediment a p- 
| 1 Pears; what We before! lockt on as clear, ſeems now 
ſeating of very muddy; had not the Prodigal been in the 
e Wilderneſs, A, had not ſeen his Folly, but the Husbs 
made him deſirous of a return as ſenſible of his own 
Undutifulneſs; and how many afflicted Saints can 
Jes 42. 6. r with Joh, Now iy Eyes ſee, and I abbor my ſelf. 
By the Tharpneſs of the Fruit we are led to lock on 
the Root of Bitterneſs, that we may ee it up, and 
thereby westen ur Lives. 
And does not Alfliction not only make us > ſenſible of. 
aur Corruption ti but ſometimes nemroverthoſe t bins that 
Jo feed and neuriſhchemꝰ Icke —— | 
| in the San, e Our e Preſum- A 


Pion, 
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prion, Suit) and Sem 
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ecurity and Senfuality may foon fafl, when 
their Supports. are removed: and do not Afffictions 
ſometimes dire and ſollicit ns to the uſe of Means 


9 moſt apt to mortify our Lfts > don't we pray with 


more earneſtneſe, attend on Ordinances more conflant- 
ly, and watch with a larger and quicker Eye? Are we 
not ofter on the Knee, and longer in the Cloſet? This 


was the Obſervation of * ove that had wore Wit + 1, 
7 2han Devotion. That Men in Trouble are more in- advermne 


clined to Religious Exercifes than when at Eaſe 777 t 


religionem.. 


When the Phzlofopher had loft the little he had, he Lucrerius.. 


prudently ſaid; J will now return to my Gown and 
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3) Hereby the Graces of the Saints are exercis'd 
and improv'd : It is reaſonable that God ſhould try 


his omn Grace, uſe the Oyl of the Sanctuary which 
he gives; now there are ſome Graces that can't be 


duely exerciſed and diſcovered but by Afffiction. 


The Gloworm ſhines in the Dark, and fome Graces. 


can ſcarce ſhew themſelves in the Light: How is our 


# Faith try d, when we can truſt a Redeemer in the 
Dart, and take hold of him when our Comforts are 
"MF out of ſight? When we are on the Croſs, our Faith: 
3g ſhews it felf with greater ſtrengtly in relying on 2 
Jeſus for our All.; it is eaſie to truſt Chriſt when we 
live as it were in Paradiſe, when there is nothing. 
wanting; but hom glorious is our Faith, when 
Job, tho our Flocks are ſcattered, our Childre 
3 ftroy'd, our Health broken, our Friend 
and our Enemies inſulting, we ean fay, I know: that 


removed, 


= 9 Redeemer lives, and Bim will Ftruſl. 


Our Love to a Redeemer is ſenſibly. proved when 


we can embrace him on a Croſs, an Affliction will: 


tell us, that we dont follow him. for the BV and 
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the 8 for CE e = hls 5 "this = 
then will be an 1727 51 Paſſion that Will overcome 1 


i all Difficulties, if its Flame afcends to Heaven, while 
the Clouds are dropping; and is not our Hope « ex- 


 erciſed, when tho the Fig: tree does not bloſſom, 1 
neither is there Fruit on the Vine, tho the Labour 
of the Olive ſhall fail, the Fields ſhall yield no Meat, 


tho the Flocks ſhall be cut off from the Fold, and | 


Hab. 5 there ſhall be no Herds in the Stall, yet we rejoyce in 


the Lord, and joy in the God of our Salvation? And 


is; not our Patience exerciſed, when tho' we groan 


under Providental Preſſes, weean be eee inGod, 


tho pained in our ſelves? how ae is the pre- 


19. 


15 to Patience, when we are at eaſe, and we 
have: ; what- OUT Hearts, can -wilh ? this 1 i8 to call En- | 
Joynent Patience; but juſt and viſible indeed is our 


Patience, When we can ſay from our very Hearts un- 


der the ſevereſt Diſpenſation, the Hill of the Lord be 
done Thus then if a Storm does diſcover the Skil! 
of the Pilate, and a Battel the Valour of the Souldier, 
Afflictions are very proper to ſet i in view the Truth = 
and the Strength of our Graces. : 1 


(4) They are reaſonable, pats hereby the Y 
| Peop le of God may have. a clearer. and. fuller E- 


I of their. Relation to him. This is an end 


noſi worthy of God, that his. People ſhould be aſſu- 
red of their Relation and Title 3 and how fit a Mean 9 
is an Affliction to clear and ſecure this, if we conſi- 
der how the Wicked, the Unrelated are charaQte- 0 
rized ; they are ſaid to have:mo changes, which is 


Hal. 5%. true car they have none for the better, they have | i 


their Portion in this Life; they may have much in 
poſſeſſion, for they have not any -thing in reverſion; 
yt e Men related, to. Chrilt are  baltned b 
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cauſe they are Song; if they are not rebuked then Hieb. 12.5, 
are they Baſtards, and not Sons; and the Apoſtle „% g. 
makes the Challenge, What Son is there whom the , 
= Father chaſteneth not! A Croſs does ſometimes. 

prove our Legitimacy, and is the ſacred and con- 
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ſpicuous Seal of our Adoption; on ſuch is pro- 

nounced a Bleſſing. Indeed Afflictions in themſelves 

do not prove the truth of our Relation and Title, 
but improved Aſflictious do: God will viſit his Co © 
venant-People with a Rod; a Rod is one great Nl. 89. 

39 Covenant-Ble{/ſing, as it may prevent great Sins and 32. 

greater Judgments: And is it not common for the 6 22. 2. 

38 Saiats to have clearer Teſtimonies of the Divine Fa- 

vour, and brighter Evidences of their own Graces 

hen ſunk loweſt in their own Spirits: What an 

b 


aſſuring Evidence had Abraham when he offered up 
his Son? What a comfortable Evidence had poor 
il! ® Job when every thing was dead about him, he knew 
er. that his Redeemer lived? When the Stones flew a- 
„ bout the Ears of holy Stephen, then he ſaw Jeſur on 
%s IM the Throne of God; when the Eye of Nature was 
he Joſing, the Eye of Faith open'd ;, when the Earth was 
7. Darkneſs, Heaven was Light; when he was juſt dying, 
earl A | then he was ſure that he ſhould live for ever; and 
7 ; bow many have been ſatisfy din their darkeſt Minutes 
Bp of their ſincere Love to, and full Intereſt in God by, | 
ar IF tbe Returns of their Prayers, the ſeaſonable Supports 
ge- of Heaven, the inward Workings of their own Spi- 


Wy fits, and by that greater 131zeſe of the Spirit of 


h IS | _ PPP J 

%,) Hereby the People of God are weaned from 

ga Deceęitful Enſnaring World: If we duly conſider 

b bing ic cannot but de t bought by us, not meerly, 
3 proper but neceſſary, that our Affections ſnould be „ 
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kb, we ſhould be alienated from the World, Did 


draw'd off from this World of Shadows: as the 
World is the Creature and Kingdom of God, tis our 
Duty to value and admire it, whatever ſome Per- 
ſons have advanced to the contrary, who will not 
allow any Love due to the World, and fo by their 
_ own Maxim, that Perſon is really guilty, who loves 
them for ſaying ſo: As the World is under a Fromm 
we muſt be ſhy of it, unleſs we will be fond of a 

Curſe. Paradiſe is now turned into a Wilderneſs, 
the Leaves of the Tree of Life are fallen, and the 


ſtacy: tis a frightful place wherein Sia and Miſery do 

ſpread and propagate : Does not the Prince of the Air 
#ſurp à Throne here? does not the King of Terrors 
triumph here? are not Bones and Sculls, Blood and 
Carcaſſes the Trophies of his Conqueſt, ſo that the 
Earth is now as 4 general Sepulture, and would we 
be fond of Rottenneſs and Corruption? Is it not a 
place common to Plants and Stones, Flies and Worms, 
and ſnould we always defire to have our Abode with Þ| 
things {6 mean and vile? Is not the World ſtrewed 
with the Snares of Hell, as the Net of Satan is as 
broad as the Earth; and ſhall we take pleaſure in 
theſe ?: Are not the Comforts of the World fleeting. 
Shadows, and the Troubles of it fixed Realities > 
Id a word, is it not 7 the Curſe of our Apo- 
tach, and condemned to Flames; and ſhould we 
not be weaned from ſuch a place, when a Terreſtri- 
al Immortality is as impoſſible as undeſirable? If we 
are Chriſtians it is ſaid of us, that we are not of the. 
World; as to Birth and Lineage, Faſhion and Garb,. 
+ Language: and Society, Courſe and Way, Concern and 
8 Tatereſt : We are Pilgrims, Foreigners, Aliens; and 
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Earth is now covered with the Ruines of our Apo- 


x 


i the People of God. 


—— ____—— 


q | | not _ common glorious Lord deſcend from Heaven 


to redeem us from the World; in his Eye twas Sla- 


wp very, and ſhall it be Liberty and FP leaſure in ours? 


\ Are we not to live by Faith, "nd ſhall we be ſo fond 
of Sence? are we Citizens of the New Jeruſalem, the 
"i Expectants of a better World, and ſhall we degrade 
x 0 and injure our ſelves by cleaving to this? As it is 
reaſonable for us to be weaned from the World, fo 
Fr ictions are apt means to promote it: If our 
sphere was always bright, and our State always ea- 
| fie, we chould ſoon ſay, It is good for us to be here: 
Before IL was 


ed up and down this World, pleaſing my ſelf with 
its Iktle Varieties: When the Waters of Affliction 
| ſwell, the Saints are in the Ark, but when the Land 
18 dry, then the Dove wanders and defiles it ſelf. 
| By our Afflictions we form a truer Notion of the 
World, which draws off our Affections in Proſpe- 
I | rity: 3 the Sun dazles ous Eyes that we can't ſee far, 
1 or true: We then judge by the Reports of our 
3 Sences, and theſe in the greateſt concerns are falſe 
ntelligencers; our Fancy then works, and the 
World is made a Creature of our own Brain; z it is 
© then to us what ſome Ph:loſophers tell us it was be- 
fore the Flood, without Craggy Rocks and Threat- 
ning Precipices, its Face was ſmooth without a 
A $ Frown and Wrinkle; but when we are under an Af- 
fliction the World loſes all its Charms, we cry out 


| Fm have..ye brought ws into this evil place? it is 5 
| #0 place of Seed, or of Figs, or Vines, or Pomgranateo, 
neither 3s there any Mater to drink ; it is to us a Bar- 
ren 1 — Nr to refveſb us, and a 

D 2 diſmal 


CET, 


aflicted, ſays the Pſalmiſt, I went a- Pfal. 119. 
ſtray; 1 left my God and my Heaven, and wander- 57: 


as the Children of Hrael did on the Deſert: 08/2 Zin; ; Numb, 20. 
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on the Afictions 


diſmal Noiſe to diſturb us, a place of Thorns which 
do both entangle and torment. And do not Afflicti- 
ons awaken thoſe Thoughts, and 'excite thꝛſe Appetites 
to which the World is rather a Torment than a Plejy— 
fare >: Don't we ſometimes think. on our Sine, and 

the Wounds of. our. Spirits, and 1s there any Balm 
here that can heal ſuch Wounds? a Collection of 
all the Paluables of the World can't give the leaſt re- 
lief to a Soul diſtreſſed in the ſence of its own Vile- 
neſs 3 the Blood of Jeſus to ſuch a Soul is infinitely K 
above ten thouſand Worlds: If he had all the World 
Job. 20. in his ſufficiency he would be in Straits: Don't we . 
, 2. ſometimes think on our Duty, and is not the World 
rather a hindrance than. an advantage? He that 
warreth entangleth not himſelf with the Afﬀairs of . 
this Life: Are not our Spiritual Appetites ſometimes 
2 Tim, 2. Whetted by an Affliction? we hunger for the Bread 
4, of Life, and thirſt for the Living God; and what 
Refreſhment can a World give to our Spiritual Cra- 
vings? when we pant for God, and are as it were 

ina Spiritual Afthma, ten thouſand Worlds can't give 

us one Breath; and thus Afflictions by degrees do 
change our Reliſh, and alter our Palate, fo that ve 
don't-ſavonr the things of this World as we did; and 
what is a World to a Perſon that has not a Palate > 7 
it is but as the White of an Egg, an infipid unre= * 
Ys | 1 
The Objects of Sence are not ſuited to a Spiritual! 
Appetite, they do rather ſtrazgle than feed the New | 
Creature, by an Affliction it is often thus with us 
2 Sam. 29. that we ſay of the World, as old Barzillai, I have 
*. uo pleaſure in the Voice of finging Men or Women, in 
wbt I eat or drin; we ſavour only the things of 
God; and may I not add, That Afflictions are apt | 


* * 
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f the People of God. 


to wean us from the World, as they yg very much 


Yn regulate our ExpeZations; we are fond of the World: 


not becauſe we do actually enjoy ſo tunch in it, but 
becauſe we do expect ſo very much from it: Now - 
7 Affliitions do leſſen our Expectations, that we 
can't expect any. thing great, when our Experience 
tells us tis Vanity and Vexation : Can any thing 
conſiderable: be expected from Vain Pleaſures and 
Real Vexations? I may wait never ſo long, but if 
all the Springs of Nature were to play at once to re- 
freſh me, they can't give any thing ſuitable to my 
Spiritual Nature, and adequate to my extenſive de. 
fire ; my Experience then tells me, that the World 
is as a Faſhion, and what can we expect from a Fa- 
Hion, when it is always paſſing away? it will be as 
we. live leſs and leſs in faſhion,- and at length as an 
old Garmeut that can't. cover our Nakedneſs. '-And 
does not an Affliction tell me, if I ſhould be ſo vain 
as to expect any thing confiderable,” that 1 can't be 
ſure of #hat thing upon any certain grounds; for 
God has not promiſed it, and it is not in my power 
to ſecure it: God has not abſolutely promiſed it, 
that would have been perhaps below him, and tis 
not in our power to attain it, that eannot but be 
thought above u. 

(6) It is highly reaſohable that the People of. : 
God ſhould be afflicted becauſe hereby the deep De- 
ſigns and malicious Attempts of the Apoſtate Angels " 
are more fully. and evidently baffled and defeated. 
We muſt readily allow that there is an implaca- 


ble Enmity: between the Seed of the Woman, ge on 3.1. 


the Seed of the Serpent: Adam was the Darling of 
Heaven, and fo the Exey of Hell ; from this En- 
mity muſt arife a continual War, in this War = | 


Inhabitants... 
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z©0r.2.11 ver welmed with ſorrow, he is ſaid to get an Ad- 


— . 


_ vantage over him, he tempts by Frowns as well as 


6 


A Diſcourſe on the Aflictions 


Spirits, and their curſed Allies. When Jeſus Chi the 
Capta in of our Salvation appeared in our Fleſh, he 
did in Perſon combat with the Prince of Darkneſs, 
he overcame him in the Wilderneſs, and triumphed 
over him on the Croſs. Upon this Victory, all the 
Souldiers of the Triumphant Prince were to engage 
bim, that the Glory of the General might be grea- 
texed by the Triumphs of every Warrioxr, that ſo not 
only the greateſt but the leaſt in that Army might 
For ever inſult over the Head of the Apoſtacy : The 
Victory is certain, for the Seed of the Woman ſhall 
break the Serpent's Head, but yet not eaſie, for the 
Serpent ſhall bruiſe her Heel, that is, perplex, 'afflict, 
and wound. her in the Combat; now this is the 
Triumphs of Wiſdom, Power and Love, that the 
bruiſing the Heel ſhall break the very Head of the 
VC“ ĩͤ(Ä 7 
We cannot queſtion but that the Apoſtate Angels 
do make uſe of the Afflictions of the People of 
Chriſt, to promote their Intereſt, enlarge their Ter- 
ritories, ſtrengthen their Holds, carry their Cauſe, 
and gratify their Pride, Malice and Revenge, and 
ſo do uſe an Affliction as a Temptation to draw then 
of from their Captain: Outward and in ward Affli- 
tions are thus managed by Satan: He is ſaid to 
caſt the Saints into Priſon, and when a Saint is o- 


3 


Smiles, in the Wilderneſs of Sorrow as in the Para- 
Aiſe of Pleaſure; this is the Skill of his black Art, 


to 
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do tempt us not only as an _infmuativg Serpent, but 
as a roaring Lion, but his Defign ſhall certainly be 
Lord by Flattery, he attempts him by open Vio- 
FF lence, raiſes his Forces, puts it into the heart of Ju- 
Aas to betray him, and into the Spirits of the Mul- 
titude to crucify him: No doubt with a Deſign to 
3 expoſe and defeat him; but how does the Eternal 
Son overcome him with his own? Weapons, by his 
Contempt he is honoured, by the Croſs he aſcends to 
the Throne, and by Death overcomes him that had 
the Power of Death; that which the Devil deſigned 
to be his Ruin, proved his Glory, and the Salvati- 
en of his People: And thus do the Souldiers of 
Cbriſt ſubdue him; as is plain in the remarkable 
XX farce of holy Job. Satan has leave to afflict him, 
with a Deſign to draw him off from his God. He 
is a Mark for Hell, and how did the Arrows of Sa- 
tan ſtick within him> ca 
The Sabeant rob him of his Oxen, the Chaldears 
drive away his Camels, Fire from Heaven conſumes 
his Flocks, a Tempeſt deſtroys his Children, Sores 
and Ulcers overſpread his Body, and his Friends 
prove his Tormentors, and his Wife no great com- 
dort to him: What a diſmal Spectacle is this, ſtript of 
every outward Comfort, and filled with inward Sor- 
1% row? The Devil was fully ſatisfied that this would be 
an Engine by which he fhould deſtroy his Integrity: job 2. 
Put forth thy hand and he will curſe thee to thy face; 
but how different was the Event from the Deſign of 
Hell? The Lord giveth, the Lord taketh away, bleſſed 
be the Name of the Lord. The Deſign of Hell was 
Curfing, but the Event was Blefling : The Deſign of 
Satan was for Job to difown his God, but in the E- 
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Job 42. 12 Iatter End of Job more than his Beginning Thus 


are the Attempts of the Devils evidently defeated : 


Does not Satan ſometimEs-make uſe of an Afflicti- 


on to repreſent Jeſus Chriſt to us as an Enemy, ra- 

ther than a Friend, a Deſtroy er inſtead of a Savi- 

| our ? Does he not tempt us to think that he is an juſt 
_ or. ankind?2. When in our Troubles we are ready to 


4 y, I know that God has overthrown me, he hath 


- ſtruck me down, he hath taken me by the Neck, and 
* ſhaketh me to pieces: We are tempted to charge. 


and impeach his Perfections and Providences, and 


to diſtruſt the Faithfulneſs of His Promiſes. 


But how often are the Perfections of a Redeemer | 
more conſpicuous to us in the Dark, and the Truth 


ot his Promiſe more ſweetly experienced? And is it 

not the Deſign of Satan in Afflictions to ftagger our 
Faith, and damp our Love, to check our Induſtry, and 

fu us into Deſpair? But how often do Chriſtians in 

an Affliction ſtand as a Rock in the midſt of Waves, 

and their Love, like fire pert in, oftentimes burn 

the fiercer? -Don't they pray with a greater fervour, 
.2Cor. 4.8. and act with a greater Vigour, and inſtead of being 
_ -  - over-whelmed with Deſpair, the ir hopes do often riſe 
with the Tide of their Sorrows? Thus out of the De- 
vourer comes forth meat, they can ſometimes rejoice in 


the deſign of the Devil by perſecution is to level its 
Walls, lay waſt its Incloſure, weaken its Power, and 
.expoſe it to the Contempt of the World : But alas, 
| how has the Goſpel ſpread like Oy onthe face of the 
World, when the Veſſels of the Sanctuary have been 


fes, and vigorous by continual preſſures, the Fire of 


vent he Was accepted of God, and he | Bleſſed the 


Tribulation z, as to the Church of Chriſt in general, 


broken, the Body of Chriſt has grown ſtrong by bru;- 
Per- | 
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Perſecutivn inſtead of conſuming the Temple, has 
made it more viſible, and thereby the more admired. 
And may I not add that the Deſign of Satan in our 
Afflictions may be to render us contemptible in the 
Eye of the Angels, who are our Guardians, that it 
may be look d on by them as a diſbonour to charge 
themſelves with a Church in Rags and Fetters, but 
alas, our Afflictions do make us more glorious in the 
View of the Angelical Orders. 


. 


It can't but be matter of joy and wonder to them, 


when they ſhall ſee Humane Nature, that was ſo 


dark and debaſed, weak: and corrupt. to wreſtle with, 
and get advantage over malicious Devils, to ſee Hleſb 


and Blood ſtand proof againſt the attempts of Hell: 
if they rejoyce at the Converſion of Sinners, they 
can't but rejoyce at the. Perſeverance and Victory 


of the Saints: But however this may be, we are 
ſure that the defign of Satan is to feed his Pride, 


 gratifie his Malice, and to greaten himſelf with the 


ſpoils of our Sorrows. , But after all his Deſigns, the 


Saints are in the Hand of Chriſt, and all the Powers 


of Hell cant pluck away one Soul. He who deſigns 
to gratify his Ambition will be the Eternal N of 
their contempt. Human nature ſhall be perfected by 


"3 Sufferings, and appear unſpeakably glorious in Hea- 


ven ; but the Diabolical nature after aſl attempts 
and inſultings ſhall be for ever baſe and contempti- 
ble; how will the Serpent hiſs about the Mall. of 


Feruſalem when its venom ſhall be ſpent in vain? 


and how glorious will our Redeemer appear among. 
his Saints when the leaſt of his Souldiers, notwith- 
ſtanding all the malice and power of Hell, ſhall be 
victorious, and triumph with him for ever? 
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(„) Tis reaſonable that the People of God ſhould 
be afflicted, becauſe hereby they are in a great meaſure 
delivered from the tormenting Fears of Death: One 
Deſign of our Redeemer's Incarnation and Suffer- 
ing, was to deliver thofe from the Fear of Death, 
who were thereby in Bondage ; and is it not proper 
for him to proſecute bis own Deſign, when it is ſo much 
heb. 2.15. for our Advantage; he might perhaps have entirely 
dethroned the King of Terrors, ſo that all who belie- 
ved in him upon the ſatisfaction he made to the 
Father for their Sin, might have been tranſlated ; 
but his Wiſdom has determined otherwiſe, he has 
removed the Curſe of Death, and continues Death 
zt felFas an Inſtrument of Government, as moſt apt ; 
to anſwer the Ends of his regal Conſtitution: Death 
tilt continues a terrible thing, though not a curſed 
thing; there is a Fear of Death that is zatural ard 
neceſſary, which we muſt not expect by an Afflicti- 
en to be delivered from; and there is a Fear that 
is e fil and praiſe-wrothy, a Deliverance from which 
cannot be deſirable; but there is a Fear that is cri- 
minal and tormenting, and our Diſtreſſes here do a- 
bundantly leffen that. What is terrible in Death, if 
not its removing us. from the Enjoyments of this Liſe? 
This Sithe cuts down the Harveſt of Pleaſure: at ne 
| Stroke: When the Hand of the King of Terrors ſhakes. 
the Tree of Life, the Bloſſoms of Comfort muſt drop 
of, but now Afflictions do render by degrees the 
£njoyments of Life leſs agreeable, and ſo more eaſi- 
Iy to be parted with; it is not a terrible thing to think 
of leaving the World, when our Szghs wir 7a are 
the great Witneſſes that we are alive. We can ſoon 
pronounce our farewel, when our Day is a continued 
Haan. What is terrible in Death, if not a: Separati- 
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on of Soul from Body, and how ſoon may an Afflicti- 
on leſſen that Terror? My Body may be a Houſe f 
Mourning, and then it will not be a frightful thing to 
diſlodge from it; our Bodies are as a Garment, which 
by Affliction may be ſo torn, that it will be almoſt 
as eaſie to part with it, as to lay aſide a Garment that 
is worn out: A Chriſtian may ſoon ſay I am willing 
to part with my Eyes for they are full of Tears, ' - / 
with my Bowels for they are wrackt with Pain, with 

my Head for 'tis a Seat of Aches, with my Heart 
when juſt ready to break, and with my Breath when 

I can ſcarce draw it in; ſo an Affliction may looſen 

us by degrees from our very ſelves, the pins ſhall 

be taken out one after another, and then the Taber- 

nacle falls with leſs Terror and Sur prize: And what 

can be ſuppoſed more terrible in Death, than its for- 
cing our Appearance before the Bar of God in order to 

an Eternal Settlement? Now Afflictions, as I have 
hinted before, do prevent thoſe Sins, and evidence 
thoſe Graces that muſt remove in a great meaſure the 
Ferror of ſuch an Appearance : When the Rain falls 

the Rain-bow appears, to aſſure us the World ſhall 

not be overwhelmed, and when the Waters of Af⸗ - 
fictions threaten, the Rair-bow about the Throne her. 4. 3. 
Cod, may appear to the Eye of Faith to aſſure us 
that we ſhall not be deſtroyed; and thus is the tor- 
menting Fear of Death in ſome meaſure removed 
by Afflictions, which cannot but be a deſirable thing; 
the Partition between two Worlds is very thin, only 


link a little breath, and when in this World we meet 
are with Trouble, and in the other expect Eaſe, we can't 
c hens ao OO. 
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(8) Afflictions are very proper to make us more 
deſirous of the Appearance of our bleſſed Lord, 
and more meet for the Eternal Enjoyment of him 
It muſt be allowed to be a moſt becoming thing, for 
the Diſciples of Chriſt to deſire the Appearance and 


Preſence of their inviſible diſtant Lord; he is their: ⁶ , 

: Head, and can they be eaſie if their Head ſhould al- 7 
col. 3. 4. ways be out of ſight? He is their Life, and will they tt. 

not deſire their mn Life? Certain it is that he will h 

appear in Glory and Triumph, and how ſhould they 27 

long to behold his Glory, and to adorn his Fri- 0 

umphs? If they conſider how inexpreſſibly glorious 11 

his ſecond coming will be if compared with his firſl, WM , 

his coming for- Sin, with his coming without Sin, n 

how dark the one was, and how bright the other 160 

will bez they can't but cry out, Come Lord Jeſus He lo 

appeared at firſt in 4 Stable, but now he wilt ap- AM a 

pear in the Heavens; he then lay in a Manger, but e. 

now he'll be ſeated on a Reſplendant Throne; he v 

was then in a place common to Brutes, but now Arch- © 

angels ſhall attend his Triumphs; then he appeared 6 

1 as the Carpenter's Son, but now as the only begot- it 
18 ten of the Father ; then he fled for his-Lift, now IE 
| | all his Enemies ſhall flee before him; then he was uv 
i - | tempted by the Devil, now Devils ſhalt tremble f 
1 at his Tribunal; then he ſought Suſtenance of a MF $8 
[ 5 Fig- tree, now he ſhall diſtribute the Fruits of the a > 
i | Tree of Life's then he had not a. Hole where to lay M 1 
it bu Had, but now he ſhall appear as the Heir fal! Kt 
=: things; then he appeared in the form. of 4 Servant, J 
1 but now he ſhalt appear in the form of God; he wass i 
4 then reviled, ſrourged and perſecuted, now he ſhall ſ h 
= be admired by his Sainte, dreaded by Devils, and Ml 
| | adored; by the Throngs of Obſequious Angels. ” a p/ 
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Joy muſt be unſpeakably great to behold our Cruci- 
fy'd Lord in his Triumphs, when he ſhall come with- Heb. 9.28. 
out Sin unto Salvation; which Expreſſion may refer 
| to the High-Prieſt when he came out of the holy 
place into which he went at the Day of Expiation, 
which fignify'd , that God had accepted Sacri- 
3 fices: how great a joy did then diffuſe it ſelf 
X throughout the Breaſts of the People when they be- 
held the Prieſt come forth with ſuch a Declaration; 
Lu are accepted of God, but how much greater will 
8 our Pleaſure be, to behold a crucify'd Lord on a 
3 Triumphant Throne; when he will deliver us from. 
2 Evil, as Sin, Sorrow, Temptation, ſhall then be 
no more; and will put us in poſſeſſion of the greateſt 
Good to be enjoyed for ever: We ſhall rejoyce then 
on his account as his veiled Glory will have a bright 
and full Diſplay; he will be publickly acknowledg- 
ed by all his Members, and will triumph openly G- 
ver all his Enemies; and on our own account, for 
when he ſhall appear we ſhall alſo appear with Bim in 
Glory. Our Appearance now is but dart, but then: 
its Splendor will dæzle and torment the Eyes of our 
Enemies; the Beams of the Son of Righteouſneſs 
will reflect Glory on all, as a Head diffuſes its In- 
WM fluences to its Members: The Joy with which old' OE 
Simeon died was inexpreſſibly great, when he ſaid; 
Nom letteſt thou thy Servant depart in peace according 
to thy word, for my Eyes have ſeen thy Salvation: 
3 How great was his tranſport of Joy when he had the 
Lord of Life in his Arms; but alas, he only ſaw him 
in his Swadling Cloaths, but we ſhall behold him in 
his Robes of Glory ; he ſaw him as he was putting on 
Bis Armour, but we ſhall ſee him in the midi? of Tro-- 
WG phe, and Fiforious Enſiens of Honour; he = 
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"him as the Alber, but we ſhall behold him as the | 
frniſher of our Faith. And ſo our Joy muſt be abun- | 


dantly greater. As it is reaſonable that we ſhould de- 


ſire the appearance of our Redeemer, ſo tis very | 


plain that Afflidtions do quicken ſuch Deſires: Don't 
we often think on the Glory of a Redeemer's Appea- 
rance when we are driven from the World by ſtreſs 
of Weather? Don't the Evils we feel make us deſire 
the Bleſſings we want? Don't the dark and tedious 


- Night make us look out for the dawning Day? When 


the new Creation #ravazls in pain, it muſt groan for 


its Deliverance; in a continual Sun-ſhine we ſhould | 
be apt to forget our Lord, but a weeping Eye will 
ſoon look after him, and a ſighing Breaſt will cry | 


out, Come, Lord Jeſus, come quickly : In Proſperity 
Sence will engage us and faſten us on mean Objects, 
that are apt to divert our thoughts and check our de- 


fires, but in Adverſity we live more by Faith; that 


Eye is then open to behold Jeſus, and that Hand is 
then ſtretcht forth to ewzbrace him; and with an 
enlarged fixed Eye, and an outſtretched Arm we 
Thall wif for the ſudden appearance of our diſtant 
beloved Lord. To conclude this Headz 
Our Afflictions are reaſonable, for hereby we are 
made more xzcct for the Enjoyment of Chriſt in 
Heaven; we mult be made meet for Heaven, or elſe 
our entrance into Heaven would iſſue either in an 
Eternal Solitude or an Eternal Combat; we muſt either 


in Heaven withdraw from thoſe whom we do not re- 


ſemble, and do not love, or we muſt always combat 
and contend with them; neither of which is poſſible 
in Heaven or defirable on Earth, and Afflictions are 
very apt means to promote that meetneſs, as they 
mortity our Corruptions, and exerciſe and improve 
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| our Graces. A ſubjeFive actual meetneſt for Heaven 
is promoted by an Affliction; as it does enliven our 
Graces, our Faith, as I have ſhewed before, is more 
| ſenſibly exerciſed. When our Hearts are ready to 
be overwhelmed, then are we led to the Rock that 
is higher than ns: When we are afraid of being loſt, 


Saviour by Night, and moſt of his Servants come to 
him in a Night of Affliction. The Love of the Saints 
is alſo exerciſed which fits for Heaven. In Afflictions 
we ſoon ſee that this World does not deſerve our 
Love, and that makes way for our greater Love to 


e ſay, I will go and return to my firſt Husband: Our 
Nepentance is promoted, without which we can ne- 
ver be meet for the Glory of Heaven: In a Storm 
the Marriners will part with their Treaſure to ſave 
he VLeſſel, and fo we caſt away our Sins, that we 
may comfort our Souls: When the Crown of Glory 
Walls from our Heads, then we are moſt apt to cry: 
out, Woe be to ws that we have ſinned. Thus by the 
Wexerciſe of theſe Graces we are fitted for Heaven; the 
Pillars of the New Jeruſalem are thus cut and carved” 
before they are ſet up; they that ſtand before 
the Throne of God are ſaid to come out of Tribata- 


ion. Showers of Sorrows do ripen the Seeds of: 
Grace for the Harveſt of Glory; and tis by the 
Rain of Affliction, and not by the Sun of Proſperity; 
hat we lool white for the Harveſt. 1 
As we are fitted for Heaven by our Afflictions, ſo 
Heaven by theſe will be ſweetned to us. How bright 
nd refreſhing will the Mount of Viſion be after the 
(Darkneſs of the Valley of Tears? The Milk and Ho- 
ney of Canaan will be more agreeable after the 1 : 


ve caſt ont our Anchors. Nichodemus came to out 


3 God: I will hedge up thy way with Thorns, then ſhall Hof. a. 5. 


not fail us in Heaven, our Happineſs will ariſe from 
our Reviews as well as ProſpeFs, from looking back 


as well as forwards. The Sun will be brightened by 


the Clouds that hang d over our Heads, the weary 
Steps we took here, will make that place tobe more 


Peace of Heaven be after the Noiſe and Tumult of 
a diſtreſſed Life: The full Soul loaths the Honey- 
comb, but to the hungry Soul every bitter thing is ſweet. i 
Affliction gives an edge to the Appetite, and thereby | 
the hidden Manna will be the more refreſhing: How | 
raviſhing muſt the Pleaſures of Heaven be after our | 
Tears, our Toils, our Groans! How agreeable the 
Honours after the Contempt of this World! Ho-. 
refreſhing the Hallelujabe, after the diſmal Howlings | 
of this frightful Wilderneſs! The Crown of Thorns | 
will make the Crown of Glory ſhine with a greater | 
Luſtre: For ſuch Ends as #heſe moſt worthy of God, i 
the Church of God, or any particular Member of it, 
may be brought very low, which Reaſons I think 
do ſufficiently juſtify him, and ſhould abundantly ſa- 


ſenſibly a place of Reſt: How pleaſant muſt the 


1% us. 


(32 When the People of God are brought very 
1ow ( for ſuch Reaſons as you have heard worthy of 
him) then they have ſufficient incouragement to 
apply themſelves to him for ſui table and ſpeedy Re- 
lief: Our Eyes are upon Thee as importunate Suppli- 
cants, and hopeful ExpeZants. The Truth of this 


Propoſition will appear clear and ſtrong if we conſi- 
der four things. (I) The Characters by which God 
has been pleaſed to recommend. himſelf to us. 
(2) The Promiſe he has made according to thoſe 
Characters. (3) The ſweet Experience that the Peo- 
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and Thorns of the Wilderneſs; our Memories will 


* 45 . « « 
Les 


rb . 


© &% 2 © iy —— fan} a A £A ww tw A as 


1 4 1 "a. a 


N the People of Go 


N of God has had according to theſe Cena 
| and Promiſes. (4) The many Arguments they are 
allowed to plead with him in Prayer, that what has 
been the Experience of others ay be theirs. | 
(I) We will conſider the r of God as 
matter of our incouragement: Many may be inſiſt- 
ed on, but I think two are ſufficient ; he is characte- 
rized as a Perſon able to relieve us, and: as a Perſon 
willing to help us : And we can't eaſily deſire any 
other Qualifications, than Ability and Inclination in 
order to a ſpeedy Relief. He is repreſented in Scri- 


i e 


7 


more than we can ast or think : Our Afflictions will 
Put us on many enquirier; but let them be never ſo 
ſevere, they can't ar- more queſtions than Infinite 
Power can anſwer ; they can t ſtir up larger and 
ſtronger Deſires than an Almighty Arm can fulfil 
and ſatisfie: When Sorrows multiply, our Thoughts 
crowd in upon us, we often think on more things, than 
guilt ſometimes will allow a humble modeſt Soul to 
ask: But let us think on what we will worthy of 
him, he can do more than we can poſſibly think: 
His power is not to be limited by our Alphabet, or 


our Thought: There is not a Seraphim in Heaven can 
compaſs by its utmoſt thought how Infinite Power 
to can diſplay it ſelf for its Eternal Satisfaction ; nor is 
e- there a Devil in Hell that on W e how the 
li- ſame Power can exert and g ſelf in its Ever- 


WE laſting Torment, the Will of 60 is the meaſure by 
which his Power does ac, he can do any thing to 
relieve his People that is not oppoſite to his Glo- 
ry, contrary to his Nature, and unſuitable to his 


hint en "In this Senee with Bim all things are poſſible. 
1 55 ＋ Some 


pture as able The Apoſtle aſſures us, that he can do Eph.3.20. 


ſincere, firm Declarations; nothing 3s #00 hard. f HM TY 
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Some have obſerved that the Power of God is of 2 
larger extent than his other Perfections, for this 
males its own Object, when the others do only ſup- 


poſe them: Nercy. cuppoſes a miſerable Obxct, Ju- 


ſtice a guilty one; but Power ſuppofes none, but 


makes all: With what pleaſure ſhould. a diſtreſſed 


Soul think on this Perfection > J know: not what to 
do, but my God can do what I don't know. He 
who can raiſe an indefinite Number of Worlds out 
of nothing: With whom it is as eaſie to create a Che- 
rubim, as it is to raiſe a Norm, to command a Sera- 

_ phim into Being, as to form an Ant or a Fly - He 
who with a Breath can ſpeak a World into Being, 


me when my Eyes are fixt upon him + I am now pi- 


on, but why art thou caſt down oh my Soul? In the 
Multitude of my Thoughts his comforts can delight 
my Soul. I may be a frightful Spectacle to others, 
and a continual Torment to my ſelf, but to Thee oh 
Lord I come: Thou cant in the twinkling of an 
Eye heal my Body, brighten my Name, gather in my 
Eſtate, reſtore my Friends, ſcatter my Enemies, and 
eaſe my Mind: The Wound can never be too large or 
deep for his Balſom to heal : "Tis but for him to- 


way, and a-world of Comforts ſprings up before me. 


nant Being, by a Breath and a Touch, by Motion 
Naturab or Supernatural Means, by Realities or Fan- 


fies, by things neceſſary or contingent ; he can re- 
—_— 1 lieve 
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and ſpeak it: back into aothing; ſurely he can help 


ning away under the ſhade of a ſevere Diſpenſati- [ 


ſpeak a Word, and a world of Trouble vaniſhes a- 


Thus ſhould a diſtreſſed Soul argue with himſelf: My 
God. can relieve me, from Heaven, Earth, and Hell, 
by the greateſt and the meaneſt, or the moſt malig- 
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or Reſt; by Friends or Enemies, by Good or Evil, by 
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ſieve by the leaſt and moſt unlikely Means, without | 
Means, and againſt them. He can ſcatter and deſtroy 


all my Enemies, by their own Attempts and Strata- 
gems, by their own Force and Power, their own 


Counſel and Projects, their own Fanſies and Fears: 


He can commend the leaſt Creature to plead againſt 


| them. That a Spark of Fire, a Drop of Water, a 


Puff of Air, a Particle of Earth, an Ant or a Fly 


when armed by him ſhall prove their Executioners : 


Every Pore of their Bodies ſhall be an in-let for 


Miſery, and every Thought of their Souls like a 
Wave of the Sea by which they ſhall be overwhel- 


med: He can deſtroy them in an open viſible Man- 


ner, that the ſtamp of their ſin ſhall be read on their | 
3 juſt Puniſhment : The Thumbs of Adonibezeck ſhall 
| | teſtifie to his Crimes, and the Hoſts of Pharaoh ſhall Juag. r.7. 


be drowned as a viſible witneſs againſt his Cruelty 


in deſtroying the Hebrew Children: Many ſuch In- 
ſtances may be given of the bright * Diſplays of 


Divine Power and Juſtice, as that of Joram, Nebu- Exod. 1. 


chadnezzar, Corah, Ahab and Jexabel; in pro- 


| fane Hiſtory many may be conſidered, and of a la- 
ter Date, the Story of Mr. T Duncalf is very re- 
mar!kable: But if the great God will not appear in 


ſo viſible a manner, he can puniſh thy Enemies in 


a way as terrible though more || ſecret and hidden: 
How ſoon can he make the Foundations of Nature 
to ſink, that they ſhall uſe their Reaſon to their o.õꝗu 
Deſtruction! How ſoon can he ſower their Minds, 
touch the Palate of the Soul, and every thing ſhall 


—_ 


* See Foſeph Mead's Works. ASL 14) A 4 TOþ 
+ Dr. Hrd's Diſcourſe of the Judgments of Gt. 
Pr. Whitchcot's. Sermon on ſecret blaſting. Vol. 2. | 
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he ſuſpend the Influences of his Creatures, that no- 


thing ſhall refreſh and nouriſh them; they fhall eat 
and drink, and yet languiſh and pine away ! How- 


ſoon can he withdraw his Bleflings from all' their En- 
deavours that they ſhall toyl and labour, and catch 
nothing. only ſow to the Wind, and reap the Whirl- 


wind | How ſoon can he awaken ſuch Fears as that 


in the midſt of all their Pleaſure, and Grandeur, 


every thing ſhall be as a SpeFrum to them; the 
World ſhall. be as one frightful Apparition, that 
they ſhall not enjoy themſel ves or others! How ſoon 
(to fay no more) can he alarum their ſtupid Con- 
ſciences, and make their Gnilt to be ever before them, 
that they ſhall have Reaſon to ery out our Puriſh- 
ment is greater than we can bear! This God can do. 
f;or us, and againſt our Enemies, which ſhould incou- 


incouragement we are not only aſſured that he is 


Exod. 37. 
them to came forth. They are dear-to-him;and he can- 


provide for his own Spouſe; water his. own Garden, 


careful of the Worms of the Earth, and the Birds 
"ack Tos So ͤ¾ ] of 


I Diſcourſe on ih Aſflictions 


be to them as Gall and Wormmwood ! How ſoon can 


rage us to fix our Eyes on him: But for our greater 


not be unkind to them: He will ſecure his own Trea- 
fare ; feed his own Flock; nouriſh his own Children; 


and be fond of the Apple of his own Eye: If he is 


thus able, but that he is as willing to relieve his Peo- | 
_-. ple, when it is for their real good ; and how abſurd 
and injurious would it be to look for any thing that 
is. not for our. good. He is repreſented- willing to 
enlighten his People when in Darkneſs, to ſtreng- 
then them when weak, to enlarge them when 
ſtraitned; to raiſe them when ſunk; to comfort 
them when diſconſolate, and revive them when jaſt | 
12. ready to die; to open their very Graves, and cauſe. 
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'off the Air, we may fafely eonelüde — Hewill d 


kind to his own Family: If he was merciful to the 


Brutes under the Law, ſo that their Mouths ſhould not 


be muzzled, he muſt be thought willing to fill our 
| Mouths: with ſuitable good things: Tyrants then- 
ſelves are ready to relieve their Subjects when 


in great Diſtreſs, and will not Ood who is the 


Father of his People be kind to them when Exod. 41. 
their Craving Eyes are fix d upon him? A Na- 


tural Parent will not give a Child a Scorpion 


when he does ask a Fiſh, or a Stone when he does 
ask Bread; and will out. God deny our humble De- 


fires when the Anſwer of them are for our real Ad- 


. vantage? If they being Evil, know how to give good Ma TR 7. 


Gifts unto their Children; how much more ſhall our 
Father mbioh is in Heaven give good things to them that 


ak him ? he loves us better than we can love one ano- 
ther; for the utmoſt of our love is to lay down our 

Life fora Friendz better than we can love him, as our 
love is weak and inconſtant; better than we love our 
ſelves, as we can habe no true ſelf love bit what is the 
fruit and effect of his love to us: If we are related to him 


as a Father by Regeneration and Adoption, we have 


greater reaſon to expect good things fromthe 5 


of our Spirits than we have from the Fathers o 


Fleſh, tho never ſo kind and indulgent : Our we 
ritual Father is characterizd as a Prayer-hearing Pal. 65.2. 


God; Oh thou that heareſt Prayers ; ; he is rich unto 


all that call upon him This is his Name, and he will 


Pſal. 86.5. 


not ſhade the Glory of his own Name when that 
cannot but be his delight. A Natural Parent may 
not anſwer our Defi 805 from Ignorance, not fully 
knowing our Wants, from Impotence, as not able to 


W us, from Paſſi . he. — refuſe to liſten to our 


Cry: 5 


Co . 
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Cry; from Pride, he may ſcorn to attend to all our Ad- 
dreſſes But ſuch are the Perfections of our Heaven- 
ly Father, that there cannot be any hindrance when 
his Wiſdom thinks it beſt to relieve us: How wil- 
114. 65. 1. ting is God, when he will ſometimes help ur before 
we asl: he ir found often of them that ſought him not, 
and when he zever denies ug what we ask if it be not 
injurious to us: The Houſe of Jacob never ſought 
his Face in vain; there was never any one Prayer of 
the Saints that was for their good but what was an- 
ſwered. At one time, and in one way or other be oſten 
_ gives us more than we do ash: Solomon asks Wiſdom, and 
all other things were added: Thus Abraham, Jacob, 
and David experienced the readineſs of God to 
help them. He | ſometimes anſwers the Prayers of his 
People for others, and will he not for themſelves > 
He hears Abraham for Abimeleck, Moſes for a Rebel- 
*lious People, Abraham for five Cities; hewas merci- - | 
full to the Sodomites and Idolaters. at the requeſt of 
his People, how unſpeakably willing then mult he b 
to help his own Children? They have the Image of 
their Father ſtampt on them, there is in them a 
bright reſemblance of ſome Perfections, and a real 
Conformity to thoſe that can't be imitated ; they 
2 are the Objects of his ſpecial Love, he ſolaces him 
Gen, 21. ſelf in them; and will he not liſten to the Cries of 
17. thoſe who are thus like him, and beloved by him? 
To his Spoxſe he ſays, Let me hear thy Voice, for thy 
Voice is ſweet ; and ſurely the Breath of the Spouſe 
ſhall not return empty; he has given to them the 
_ greateſt Bleſſings, and ſo will not deny them the leſſer; 
he has given them his Son, and will he not with him 
freely give them all things? He has appointed an I- 
terceſſor for them, yea, has fixt an xterceſſor gs I 
Bs #1 them, 
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them, and will he not anſwer the Petitions of his 
Son, and the Cries and Groans of his Spirit? We 
may from all this fully conclude, that God is as 
willing to give as we can be to receive, if for aur 
good; how great an incouragement then is this for us 
to bend our Knee before him, and lift up our craving 
Eyes unto him? For tho a Mother may forget her 
ſucking Child, the helpleſs, innocent, beloved Infant, 

when on the Kuee, or in the Boſom, when her 

| Bload ſhould draw forth her Affection, and quicken 
her Memory, yet our God will not forget us. 

(2) The People of God have ſufficient Encou- 
ragement, if they confider the many rich and 
precious Promiſes that he has made for their Support; 

the Children. of God can't poſſibly put their Fa- 
ther under the leaſt neceſfary Obligation, but he 
may oblige himſelf: He can give us the Bond of his 
own Faithfulneſs, tho we can't bind him by any 
of our Services ; the one is as ſufficiently. eomforta - 
ble, as the other is abſolutely impoſſible; his Grace 
is as uſeful to ac as our Merit is unneceſſary and odi- 
ous to him: From the Power and Goodneſs of God 
we conclude on what God ay do, but by his Pro- 
miſes we depend on what he will do: His Veracity: - 
is engaged in a Prophecy, and his Fidelitꝭ in 
a Promiſe ;. and that is a ſufficient ground for our 
Hope and Expectation under the foreſt Affliction: 
He has made encouraging Promiſes to the Church in 
general, that he will be the Builder of his Zion, and 
the Defence and Ghory of his Jeruſalem. | | 

He has promiſed to be with his Church to the end foſ. 14. 3. 

of the World; to be as the refreſhing Dew and the If. 27. 2... 

cheriſhing Sun to his People; he will water them xg, 25. 

every — keep them Night and 2 = = 
7h oo, — 
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deed he has not promiſed to continue his Goſpel to 
any Nation chat ſhall abuſe and pervert it; he will 
not hold ont a Light for us to ſleep or play by, abu- 
ſed Light may ſoon turn into Darkreſs ; but yet if 

levit. 26. 3pe: confeſs our Iniquit ies, he will remember his Cove- 

4% mart, and do us good after we have done him the 
| greateſt Injury: The Sun of Righteouſneſs may ſet in 

3 one Country and riſe in another, but in ſome part or 
other of the World it will ſhine as long as the Natu- 
ral Sun ſhall endure: His Tabernacle may be remo- 

i ved from Europe to Africa, but his Temple ſhall ſtand, 
= till the World ſhall be diſſolved, and then the Rain 
HM ? of the World ſhall make way for the Glory aud T+i- 

umph of his own People. The Church may be in 
reat Diſtreſſes, but the outgoings of God are as tbe 
Hol. 6. 3. . the Morning will certainly dawn after a 


an... 232 —— 


— — 


= dark and tedious Night, and its Light will refreſh 

| 1 after the frightful Shadows of the Evening; fo ſure 

if and refreſping are the out-goings. of Heaven after 

_ - all the Diſtreſſes of his People: And he has not on- 

| I y incouraged the Church in general by the Grace of 

—_ -. a Promiſe, but he has conſidered the Afflictions of all 

hi Al is People, if they cry in a Day of Trouble he will 
1 Year. This is what the Heathen World knew no- 

thing of, to be ſupported in their troubles by the Cor- 
dial of a Promiſe: it is a great Goſpel-Covenant-Bleſ- 
ſing. Indeed God has not given us an abſolute-Pro- 
miſe of any Temporal Bleſſings; but he has promi- 

_ ſed'them if they are for our good, and ſo they are all 
Tea and Amen in Chriſt; they have been fulfilled to 
others, and they will be fulfilled to us, if the want 
of Temporal good things is not in the Judgment of 

Tafallible Wiſdom thought a greater Bleſſing than the 
Enjoyment of them; and this is all the Encourage- 
3 * | ment 
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ment _—_ we can  defire, to have 10 dee 8 7555 5 
held from us: An Eternal Deſire can reach no far- - 
ther, and a Temporal Affliction can call for no 3 
more. With what Hope and Joy then ſhould we 1 
faſten our Eyes on God, when we have right to 
plead his Promiſe, and when he cannot but be 
faithful to xs... 

(3) The large and Pee Experience the People 5 
of God have had of ſuitable Relief from Heaven ac 
cording to theſe incouraging Characters and refreſh- 
ing Promiſes, is à further Argument, die Experi- 

ence, is a ſtrong Argument for preſent ope. God 
anſwered the Prayers of his Servants in paſt Ages, 
not merely to relieve them, but to incourage others. 
Tue Hand of Juſtice has as it were hung up ſome Sin- 
ners in Child of Vengeance, expoſed them as fright- 
ful Spectacles to a guilty Multitude; that others 
5 may ſee. and fear, and do no more 70 wickedly: & 
Crab, Dat ban and Abiram (hall be Iwallowed up, 
that others may not provoke Heaven, and deſtroy 


3 h by unhallowed Fire: A noiſom Lepro- 
5 ſie ſhall cleave to Gehari, a Thieviſh Achan ſhall be 
1 ſtoned, and then buried, as his Treaſure was; Au- 
3 | nigs and Saphira ſhall be ſtruck dead; a proud Pha- 
"YH raoh ſhall be humbled by the neaneſt Creatures; and 
4 a cruel: Herod (hall be defeated by. a cortemptible 
1 Worm: All the Elements ſhall witneſs againſt the 


5 daring Affronts of Impenitent Sinners, that others 
1 may cry out when they hear the Thunder of God's 
y Power, and ſee the Elaſhes of his Vengeance; Thon, 
t eben 7 ook art to be feared, 4. and. who foals and in thy Pal. 76.7. 3 
4 A bt when once thou art angry. NY 
8 And thus has God mercifully anſwered the Prayers, —— | 4 
»> BM and e the Hopes of his own 8e by = 
it Suitable 
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ſuitable Relief, that others may put their Truſt in 
him, and expect all their Succour from him; if we 
turn over the Hiſtory of the Church, every Leaf of that 
Volume will preſent us with an zncouraging Inſtance 
of Divine Affiſtance : When the Church has been 
at the loweſt ebb, then has the Tide of Mercy flow'd 
In; when the Eyes of his People have almoſt fail'd 
in looking up, then has feafonable relief ſcattered 
all their Fears and revived their Spirits: The Bur- 
Exod. 14. thens of the Maelite, ſhall be greatned; but when 
cio at the greateſt, Pharaoh (hall let them go: When they 
are purſued by the e, to the very brin of 
Ruine, then ſhalt the Waters divide, and their Fears. 
be turned into Thankſgivings; when in a diſconſo- 
late howling Wilderneſs, in which there could not 
be any Natural Supports and Refreſhments, Manna 
ſhall fall before them, and a Rock ſhall revive thenr; 
þ# 2 Fable ſhalt be fpread by the Hand of Mercy, and- 
= covered with the peculiar Bleſſings of Heaven: The 
| + Story of Mordecai is often read, but not duly confide- 
5 red ; what an amazing turn of Providence was that, 
| that the Nyine of a People fhould fo ſoon be turn d 
= - , Into Triumph, and he that was to be their Execntio-. - 
© ner ſo ſuddenly dealt with as a Condemned Criminal? 
= How ſtrange is it to hear of the Walls of Jericho to 
= fall down by Rams-horns,and fo many Philiſtiner to he 
4 5 deſtroyed by a am- bone? How great then is the Tn- 
1 couragement of the People of God to lock up to him; 
A | Wb Yas preſerved his People in the moſt threat- 
1 ning Dangers, and delivered them in a moſt furprizing- 
anner? Think on a Moſes preferved by Pharao?'s . 
Daughter, on a Daniel fafe th. the midſt of Eions, 
don the Three Mitueſſes, Rcure in the midſt of Fire; 
en a Joſeph advanced againſt alt Hope, and above 2. 
| MY | e ſuppoſable 
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ſuppoſable ExpeQtation, a Story that perhaps can't bs. 
parallel'd in all Hiſtory ; think on a Prophet fed by 
a Raven, a Creature more ready to take away than 
bring any Food: Think on the Iſraelites enriched. 
by their Adverſaries, and the People of Samaria 2 King: 6. 
when reduced to the greateſt Extremity ſaupplyed ** 
out of the Stores of their Enemies: And do not 
theſe Iuffancer of Mercy plainly tell us, that what 
God has done for others he may do for ns, if we 
ſincerely ſeek him, and put our entire Confidence in 
him 2 Profane Hiſtory does furniſh us with innu- 
merable Inſtances of Divine Juſtice and Mercy, in 
_ clearing the Innocent, ſecuring the Righteous, ſuc- 
ceeding the Upright, to the Shame, Torment, and 
Ruine of their Enemies; the Perfections of God 
have been gloriouſſy diſplay'd, and the * Word of * See the 
God ſurpriſingly fulfilled in many Inftances of a la- 133 
ter date, which is not neceſſary for me now to re- ing's fal- 
cite. The Experience of an Chriſtiam is ſcarce ſo filing of 
ſarall, but he can point at more Inſtances than oe, . 
which ſhould be matter of Encouragement and a 
Ground of his Faith and Hope: All ſuch are of the 
Lord's doing, and they ſhould be marvellous in our 
Eyes ; we ſhould fo marvel as to faſten our Eyes on 
God, with great Admiration, and lively Expectati- 
ons the Inftance of the Text is very remarkable: 
The Churchwas ſo diſtreſſed, that they with the voice 
of Deſpair as to themſelves or others, cry out, We 
know not what to do, how gloriouſly then did their 
5 God appear for them. Verſe 15. be ſays to them, 
s, Be nat aff aidl nor diſnay by reaſon of this great Mal- 
8 titude, for u he Battel is not yours but Gods: Verſ. 17. 
TY Te ſhall not need to fight in this Battel, Jet your ſelves, 
11” WM ſtand ye ſtill, and ſee abe 1 of the Lord, 2 
0 | = Vier. 
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Verſ. a5. their Enemies were turned into Carcaſſes, and 
none efcaped; before they had not ſtrength to contend 
with their Enemies, and now they had not ſtrength 
to carry away the Spoils of their Victory ; before 
the Enemy was too great to be attempted, and now 
their Furniture and Jewels are too heavy to be remo- 
| | ved, How ſudden, how wonderful may a Change 
1 . be, when God either acts for us or againſt us 
(4) Laſtly, The People of God have ſufficient En- 
couragement in their Diſtreſſes, if we conſider what 
Arguments God allows them to make uſe of in Prayer, 
to plead with him for ſuitable Relief: What can be 
greater Incouragement than for a Perſon to tell me 
in diſtreſs, uſe ſuch an Argument and I will help you: 
Thus God does not leave us to our own Ignorance 
and Forgetfulneſs, our own Invention and Judgment, 
for then we might iſs a proper Argument, and 
maße uſe of an improper one, but ſo great is his 
Condeſcention, that he puts pleas into our very 
Mouths, which aſſures us that his Ears will be ohen 
when we addreſs him with Arguments of his own 
preſcribing: We may plead all the Perfections of his 
= Nature, which make up the Letters of his Name, 
| + the Declarations of his Will, the Operations of his 
Hand, the Security of his Promiſe, the Experiences 
©. of his Church, Oc. which cannot now be infiſted on; 
1 the Prayer of: Jehoſaphat doth. deſerve our Conſide- 
i ration, as it may: be a Pattern for our Imitation; 
= perhaps. there are not ſo. many Arguments urged in 
| | any other: Prayer on Record. Which Arguments | 
| > | may perhaps upon cloſe View. be thought very ap- 
plicable to our preſent Circumſtance ; The Prayer 


n 


4 + See the admirable Diſcourſe of the Learned Mr, Howe on that 
Argument. Ab bor us not for thy Name-ſate.. e e 
=o begins 
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** are the Off. ſpring of thoſe who were related to. 
* thee as thy peculiar People; thou didſt appear as 
** their God, wilt thou not appear for us? Art not 
thou God in Heaven? And ruleſt not thou over all the 
Kingdoms of the Heathen ? And in thy Hand is there 
not Power aud Might, ſo that none is able to withſtand. 
thee > We plead thy Supremacy and Power, thy Right 
and Ability to act for us: Art not thou our God, who 
didſt drive out the Inhabitants of this Land before thy 
People Iſrael?. © Lord, we plead the Paſt- experiences 
** of thy Power and Mercy, thou haſt been merci- 
** ful to ns, we will therefore truſt in that Mercy: E / 
And gaveſt it to the Seed af Abraham thy Friend for ID 
ever We plead thy own favour ; act for us as thy 
Gift does encourage us to acł and expeF : And they 
dwelt therein, and have built thee a Sanctuary therein 
for thy Name + Under the Influence of thy Bleſſing. 
we have raiſed a Sanctuary dedicated to thy Honour, 
though we deſerve not any thing for ſuch a perfor- 
mance, yet let not our Work be. »ſeleſs, we did it 
for God, let not God deſtroy that which we devoted 
to his Glory, ſaying, If an evil cometh upon us, as > 
the Sword, Judgment, or Peſtilence, or Famine, .we 
ſtand before this Houſe, and in thy Preſence ( for thy - 
Name is in his Houſe _) and cry unto thee.in. an Afti- 
Fon, then thou wilt hear and help : When we. raiſed ' 
a Sanctuary for thy Uſe and Service, we did not ex- 
ped to be free from all Calamities, but we did re- 
ſolve to apply our ſelves to thee, and did hope 
that in that Application, God would hear and help 
us: Let not our hope periſh, let not our expectati- 
on be cut off. And now, Behold the Children of 
Ammon and Moab, and Maunt Seir, whom thor - 
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wouldeſt not let Iſrael invade when they came ont of 
-the Land of Egypt, but they turned from them, and 
deſtroyed them not : Our Enemies might have been 
deſtroyed by thy People, but they were merciful to 
them; let not their Power deſtroy us, when our 
Mercy ſaved them. Behold, I ſay, how they reward 
ur to come and caſt ur out of thy Poſſeſſcon which thou 
_ - haſt given us to inherit Their Ingratitude is very no- 

. Torions:; Lord, ſuffer not ſach ungrateful ones to 
prevail againſt us; they contend with thee in caſting 
us out of thy Poſſeſſion. Plead thy own Canſe, ſe- 

cure thy own Gift, and let it be łnomn, that what our 

Gold gives ur, the Enemies of God can't take from us. 
O Lord, wilt thou not judge them, for we have no 
Might againft this great Company that cometh againſt 
'x5:-Our Enemies are numerous, glorify thy Power 
in ſcattering and defeating them! Our Strength is 
i{mall, 'glorifie thy Power in our Weakneſs ; either 

Venom we what to do, we can neither projet nor proſe. 

cute: Let thy Wiſdom and Power appear for us 
Jet our Extremity be an opportunity for thy Glory, 
but our Eyes are upon Thee : We look to the confefling 
our Unworthineſs, acknowledging our Dependance, 
-deprecating thy Judgment, ſupplicating for Aſſi- 
Nance, hoping for Succeſs. Let not our Eyes fail, 
our Deſires be in vain, and our Hope periſh : Such 
Arguments as theſe are not recorded only to aſſure 
us, that they were once pleaded, but that they may 
be pleaded by others, they have been urged with 
happy Succeſs: Let us wreſtle with God in his omn 
Strength this Day for the Nation, for our Family, for 
dur oms Souls, that the Voice of Mercy may ſay to us, 
tand ſtill and ſee my Salvation; this ſurely ſhould in- 
cConrage ur to fight when we have the Armour that 
? „ ; | L x cant 
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ean't 1 defend us, and what ſhould ineourage us 
to plead, if not Arguments that have always pre- 
vailed and will be ſucceſsful for us, if a Denial ra- 
ther than a Grant be not in the Eye of Infinite Wiſ- 
dom moſt proper and advantageous? : 
(4) To apply it. 8 2 
(1) This Doctrine may be uſeful to us, as we are 
to conſider our felves this Day in a Publick Rela- 
tion. (2) And we may draw ſome Inferences of 
Truth and Duty that may be uſeful to us in a perſe- 
nal priuate Capacity. 
C.) As to our publick Relation: If the People 
of God may be brought very low, we may infer, 
That our Security is very unreaſonable : How L 
we to ſeep when the Clouds are gathering over us, 
when our Shadows are lengthening upon us, and a 
diſmal Night haſtening towards us; we put the Evil 
Day far from us, as if we had a right to Iuubunity, 
and could lay claim to the Poworaps Mercy of God” 
to lengthen ont our Tranquility: But alas, is it not 
juſt with God to recompence Tribulation for our. 
Iniquities, and reveal his Wrath upon our Unrigh- 
teoufneſs? Are not the Aggravations of our Sins 
many and heinour, when we have deſpiſed the Riches - 
6 52 Goodneſs, and not been awed by the Strokes of 
his Power and Juftice? The Hand of. Mercy has of- 
ten delivered us, and the Arm of Juſtice fs | 
times puniſht us >. but the Love of the one, nor the - 
Severity of the other has made a due Impreſſion- up-- 
on us, War has alarmed us, Fire has awakened. us, 
and xce terrified" us; but we have ſhut our 
Eyes, Tifiniſt our Fears, and returned to-our Follies. 
Has not: God called upon us by the Sighs and Graens + 
0 hbouring as when others have been 
| deſtroyedꝰ 
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:deſtroyed > the Poſt of our Doors have been ſprinkled 
with the Blooc vf Salvation; and yet the ſweet Voice 
of Mercy, nor the loud Voice of Fury has allured or 
alarmed us; we take our Reſt as if it was ſaid to us 
ſleep on, and dream of Safety when there may be but 
a Breath between us and Ruine: Has God threatned 
- *to puniſh us, and are his Threatnings but as painted 
Fire? has not his Threatnings been executed on o- 
'thers who were as near and dcar to him as we, and 
'have we any Promiſe that can ſecure us againſt the 
ſeizure of his Juſtice? God indeed has ſpared as a 
| Jong time, and-do we not live as if he was ignorant 
'Kcb.4.13-and did not ſee our Sins, whereas all our Hearts as 
well as our Lives are naked and open to him? as the 
Sacrilices under the Law were chined down the Back, 
and their Bowels taken out, ſo are our Thoughts 
and Ways naked and open, there is no outward 
covering by Secreſie, and no inward covering by 
Palliation or Denial; we are all outſide to him, he 
knoweth us altogether; or do we not live as if he 
was forgetful of his own Threatnings and our Pro- 
vocations, when, alas, our Sins are always before 
him, wrote with a Pen of Iron, and the Point of a 
Diamond, ſo that their Characters muſt be deep and 
clear? or do we not live as if he was Iupotent or In- 
dulgent, as if either he could not puniſh from a de- 
fect of Power, or he will not from an exceſs of Loe? 
but alas, how ſoon may he evidence the contrary 
pfal. 30. by fearing us in pieces and there be none to deliver us? 
22. we may forget him, but he can ſoon recover our Me- 
mories by our very Pieces; every piece ſhall be a Leſ- 
ſon to our Ignorance, and a Memento to our Forget- 
fulneſs: How unreaſonable is our Security, when 
God perhaps does ſpare us that the meaſure of 
N | "RE 


of. the People of G 


Righteous Perſons, who may ſoon be removed, or 
for a fairer Opportunity that our Puniſhment may be 
a greater Terrour to others as well as Torment 41 our 
ſelves, and ſhall we ſleep at the very Edge of the 
2 Sword, becauſe it does not ſtrike, when perhaps tis 

| whetting that the Wound may be the deeper. Our 
Security does increaſe our Guilt, and expoſe our Fol- 


Ty: By this we are in greater dange G our Eyes 


are ſhut we may ſoon fall into the Gul, and there- 
by our Miſery will be increaſed; for 8 the Blom 
ſhall be given, the very Surprize of the ſtroke will 
heighten our Torment: There is not any thing wzth- 
in Or without, that can be a juſtifiable Plea for a ſe- 
cure Frame, within is Guilt, and without is Danger, 


and ſhould not Danger awaken us, and Guilt terriß 


Ws ? 
(2) If the People of God may be brought very 


low, then deep Humiliation and fervent Prayer this 


Day are very becoming: "Tis our Buſineſs this Day 
to humble our ſelves in the Senſe of our many ag- 
gravated Impieties; this can't but be proper at any 
time, but more eſpecially ſo at this, we are called to 
it both from without and within; our Sins and our 
Dangers, forfeited Mercies, and deſerved Judgments, 
do ſolicit us to cover our ſelves with Spiritual Sack- 
cloth and Aſhes, 

We are now to ſet our Iniquities before our Eyes, 
National, Family and Perſonal: the Sins of the Court 
and Camp, of the City and Country, of the Shop and 
Cloſet, to weep over the Infidelity and Hypocriſie, 


the Perjury and Bribery, the Blaſphemy and Pro- 
faneneſs, that threatens the Nation with ſome terri- 

; ble Judgment. We afe to look to the Leaven that. 
1 | = . 


our Iniquitics may 7 be full, or the” * won of fome —.—.— 
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A Diſcourſe on the Aictionss 
may lie in the Corners of our own Houſes, and the 
beloved Sin that may lurk and neſt in our own Souls - 
We are to look upon theſe in their zalignant Nature 
and dreadful Conſequences, and loath our ſelves for 
them, hate our Filth, and lament our Folly : Sorrow 
or Sin, hatred of Sin, and firm reſolution againſt Six, 
is the Call of this Day, and ſuch a Call is highly rea- 
ſonable : For our Repentance is the moſt /ikely way to 
prevent deſerved Miſery : This the Nature of Repen- 
tance, the Promiſes of God, the Commands of God, 
and the Experiences of the Penitent do abundantly 
prove: Had there been a few righteous Perſons in 
Sodom, (that is) penitent ones, it had not been conſu- 
med, and Nineveh was ſpared becaufe it reperted + 
If we bow our Knees the Arrows of the Almighty 
may fly over us. When we proſtrate our ſelves we 
are in leaſt danger, and when our Mouths are in the 
Duſt, then have we leaſt reaſon to be aſhamed or 
afraid; but if deſerved Jadgments by Repentance are 
not ztirely prevented, they may be leſſened, they 
ſhall not be fo extenſive, ſo intenſe, or ſo tedions - 
They may be leſſened as to extent, degree, and dura- 
tion In the. midſt of Judgment God will remember 
Mercy. If the Storm does come the Drops ſhall not 
be ſo big, the Indignation of the Lord, like a weep- 
ing Cloud, ſhall drop and then paſs away: Or if they 
are not leſſened by our Repentance, our Calamities 
will not be injurious to our better part; if our Bodies 
and Eſtates are toucht by the Hand of Juſtice, our 
* Souls which ære moſt properly our ſelves will not be 
j prejudiced; let the Cup of Affliction be never ſo 
1 bitter it will not poyfon or embitter the penitent 
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: ; Spirit, the Wounds of the Body, or the Ruins of an 
; | Eſtate to ſuch 4 Soul, will be little more than the 
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e the People of God. 


Rent of a Garment to a healthy Body: When the out- 
ward Comforts of the Wicked are removed, they 
may cry out in Rage, ye have taken away our Gods, 

but the holy devout Soul will ſcarce think it a loſs, 
when his moſt valuable part is ſafe and flouriſhing : 
To ſuch an one outward Calamities are ſo far from 
being really injurious, that they are uſeful and ad- 
vantageous; he is the Garden of the Lord, the Seeds 
of Grace are ſown in him by the Hand of the Spirit, 
and outward Afflictions, like the ſhivering Froſt and 
_ chilling Suom, will not kill the Seed, but forward 
mite growth and prepare for the harveſs : The Rods 
of Affliction are turned into Scorpions to the Impe- 
nitent, but Scorpions to the Righteous are turned 
into Rods, and thoſe Rods will bloſſom in the Texe- 
ple; they will inſtruct, if not comfort the Soul while 
they rebuke our Follies, and correct our Wander- 
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ings Upon ſuch Accounts as theſe; we cannot but 
@cl 


rr 


ude that our Repentance is highly reaſon- 
able ; and we ſhould not be diſcouraged, though we 
think that the greater part of the Nation is not this 
Day inwardly ſenſible of their Guilt and Danger; if 
others do. not repent their impenitence ſhould. heigh- 
ten our Devotion, increaſe our Sorrow, and add Life 
and Vigour to our Prayers :-It ſhould be to us a .very 
comfortable thought that God may ſpare them for 
aur ſakes, ſuch, an offer was made to ſome, and ſuch 
Mercy may be ſhewed to others, and who knows but 
that ſome of ns, if truly penitent, may be owned by 
God as Means and Inſtruments to prevent their Ru- 
in? There is more in that Scripture than we com- 
monly obſerve, he ſhall ſaue the humble Perſon, aud 
the innocent ſhall. deliver the land: We muſt under- . 
ſtand by innocent, the F for the ke Mob 22.30 
i | | : „ EE an Re: 
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| A D iſcourſe on the Affidtions | 


theſe God may deliver a Diſtreſſed Iſland; and ſo, we 
under God this Day may be Del:verers and Saviours of 
a Nation: How great an Honour will that be, and what 
a Pleaſure ſhould the very hope of it be to our Souls? 
But if on our Repentance a Nation be not ſpared, 
yet we have reaſon to hope our Families may be ſafe 
in a common Ruine, and may be certain that our own 
Souls will be ſecure in the greateſt Confuſion: If the 
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Fo 52% Wort ſhould fall into a rwinovs heap, our Fears may 


= orbis im- ſink with a diſſolving World, and our Hope riſe and 


pavidum 


am ſpread with the view and appearance of a far better ſtate: 

U oe r gy this day ati our (elves 11904 1 

ä let our Eyes be on him; he does deſerve them, he 
does lay claim to them; the Eyes of Angels are fix d 
on him with continual Admiration 3 let ours fix on 
him with Humble ExpeFation: Are we his Servants, 
and ſhall not our Eyes be to our Maſter? Are we his 
Children, and ſhalt not we look up to our Fathagy? 
It is our great Priviledge that we are allowed to 
up an Eye; for ſuch vile Worms, and condemned 
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3 Malefactors, to eye God in hope of Mercy is a moſt gra- | 
S - cious Allowance : What ſhould we do in a dark, in- = 
ul, troubleſome World, if God did not allow us to-give 1 
1 FE: him our Eyes that he might direct and refreſh us | 


How diſconſolate would our State be if God ſhould 


i fay, meverleok up to my Throne? you ſhall meet with 

Sorrows, and weep over them, but you ſhall never Þj 

| caſt an Eye towards me, though in me only is your help. | 
Pg But to our great Comfort the bleſſed God doth not 


( 
only allow us, but in his beloved Son ſtrictly oblige | 

us to look to him; we are firſt to give Chrift our 1 

Eyes, as we are to look to him that we may be ſaved, 1 

and then he will preſent them to the Father, that 
e Eye may meet ours; his bleſſing refeſhing Eye 


"aſe 1. e People of G God. 


meet our craving expecting Eyes, and t Wen as we 
do lool up in hope, he will /ook down in mercy; as _ 
we ſeek his Face in his Chriſt, he will unveil hi face ; 
to us, he will in due time lift up on us the light of i _ ö 
Countenance, and ſhew us his Salvation. 22 
(2) We ſhall draw a few Inſtances of Truth ah 
Duty that may be uſeful to us as private 3 
( 70 If it be highly reaſonable that the People of 
| God ſhould be afflited, &. we may from hence'con- 
_ clude, That their fflictions are very conſiſtent with 
the Satisfaction which ' Chriſt made to the Father | 
by his bitter Death and Paſſion. 
| I mention this, becauſe tis a Queſtion that puzles 
ſome Perſons, Why ſhould true Believers meet with 
any Affliction, which is the Fruit and Conſequence 
of Sin, when their Bleſſed Redeemer delivered them 
from the Curſe of Sin by the Expiatory Sacrifice of 
himſelf on the Croſs? either the Satisfaction of 
Chriſt was not compleat, or their Sufferings are un- 
reaſonable? But if they will a little conſider, they 
may as fully anſwer as they do freely ask the Queſti- 
on: It muſt be allowed as an unqu 8 Truth, 
that the Sacrifice of Chriſt upon the Croſs was a true 
and compleat Expiatory Sacrifice; as it was pure and 
unblemiſtt, free and unforced, of a ſufficient intrin- 
fiel value to anſwer all the Ends of the offended 
Lawgiver, as it was offered up in the room of the 
Sinner, and as it was appointed by God, and accepted 
of him But I humbly-think, char the Satisfaction 
that Chriſt made by his Sacrifice was rather made to 
the Lawgiver than the Law in the ſtrifeſ# Sence ; 
| becauſe the Lawgiver did remit or relax the Obli- 
gation of the Law as to Perſonal Punifhment, G. 
: _ the Law was ſo relaxed for Ends moſt worthy of. 


him, 
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him,"that the Lawgiver might be glorified in the Sal- 


_ 
. .v 


vation of fallen Man. : | This a | 


he gave the Commandment to his Son, to ſuffer in 


: our ſtead and X for our ſake. Now this great End is 
fully anſwered by the Death of Chriſt; as the Law- 
-of Chri$#: ſaved. As the Ends of the Lawgiver are 


fully anſwered, ſo our Afflictions muſt be conſidered 
as an Iuſtrument of Government in the Hand of 


Chriſt to promote thoſe Ends for which he died, vis. 
the Glory of God, and our Salvation : As Chriſt 
Was 3 to ſatisfie, ſo he is a King to govern, 


and cannot but have a full right to rebuke and af- 


flict his Subjects in what way and manner he thinks 


mmoſt apt to anſwer, the great Ends of Government, 


which muſt be his own Glory, and the good of his 


People; ſo that tis plain, that our Afflictions have 


no concern with the legal Demands of Juſtice in or- 
der to Satisfaction, but they are ReGoral Chaſtiſe- 


ments; they are not Vindictive, but Caſtigatory; 


they are not deſigned to ſati ie, but to admoniſh ; 


they are not in the proper ſence Puniſhments, but Fa- 


therly Corrections, as they are not inflicted by meer 


Juſtice, but are the Chaſtiſements of Love. They 
are oftentimes the Evidences of Diſpleaſure, but 
they are never to true Chriſtians the effes of Venge- . 
ance; Love may be angry, but it cannot hate; a Pu- 

niſhment does ſuppoſe Guilt, and is proportioned 


to the Offence, and can never as ſuch be a Bleſſing ; 


- 


but Afflictions may be real Bleſſings, as they are the 


Privileges of the Covenant, and as we owe them to 
the Death of Chriſt in ſome ſence, in as much as if 
Chriſt had: rot dlied, we had never been ſo afflicted 
by God, as to have oun Corruptions mortiſied, our 


Graces 


— 


N The Peaple f God. 


MES 


vented. 


that the Saints do meet with are very conſiſtent with 
the peculiar love of God to them. Some do won 
der that the Apple of the Eye of God ſhould weep, 


that his Children ſhould be Peron of Sorrow and 


acquainted with Grief, and many are apt to queſti- 
on the ſpecial Love of God when they are groaning 


under the Burthen of a tedions Affliction; but if. 


they will a little conſider, the Evidence of Scripture, 
and the Judgment of right reaſon, according to that 
Evidence; they may ſoon ſee Reaſon to conclude, 


that Afflictions are rather an Argument for than 


againſt the ſpecial Love of God: Sacred Writ 


aſſures us, that thoſe who were the Objects of 
fpecial Love, the very Darlings and Favourites of 
Heaven, have been exerciſed with the foreſt Afflicti- 


ons: Abraham was ſtiled the Friend of God, and 
yet lived as a Stranger: The Days of Facob were ſemw 
and evil; Joſeph was ſold as a Slave, and Moſes who 
was highly honoured with a Sacred Acquaintance, 
was acquainted with great Sorrows: Job was a Man 
after God's own Heart, and yet he writes bitter 
things againſt him: Divid was bleſt with ſure Mer- 
cies, and yet he groaned under ſevere Judgments :- 


Which of the Prophets were not perſecuted ? the Apo- a. 7. 52. 


ſtle Paul was wrapt up to the third Heavens, and 


Gg 8 and Eternal Miſery "thereby b N 


(2) We may infer, that the ſevereſt Afflictions ih 


? 


yet was tormented by a. Meſſenger of Satan: A La. 


Sarus, whom the Lord of Life loved, ſhall be ſick ; 


Dogs ſhall lick his Sores, when Angels ſhall wait to 


- convey his Soul to Abrahant's Boſom. And does not- 
Scripture tell us, that F we endure gaben God heb. 12. 6. 


dlealeth with us as Samt, and that an Affliction is one 
5 : of: 


* : N * 


Ff . of the Bleſſings of the Covenant of Love, as Cod 


1. 85. - Fo, ts Fo HRS „. f 2 

in kindneſs to us will viſit our Tranſgreſſions with a 
Rod, and our Iniquities with Stripes, but will not 
 - "ſuffer his Faithfulneſs to fail > Is not the enduring 


an Affliction repreſented . ſometimes. as a peculiar 


Phil. 1. 29. Grant? Unto you it is given in the behalf of Chriſt, | 


0oũt only to believe, but alſo to ſuffer for his ſake ; 
na, the original word * ſignifies, a Grant of Favour; 


Rein and are not the Children of God under a Promiſe, 


James 1. and. as afflicted pronounced- Bleſſed? Is not a Woe 


12. pronounced on them who, are rich and full, who 
| Luke 6.21. Iaug 


5, and of whom all ſpeak well, as the Proſperi- 

ty of Fools does deſtroy them? And is not the De- 
ſign of God very gracious in afflicting his own Chil- 

1 Cor. 11. dren, when he ſays, That they are chaſtned that they 


32 may not be condemned with the World; and that they 


are afflicted that they ay eſcape the Condemnation ? 
They are caſt into the Fiery Furnace that their Droſs 
may be melted, and ſo may not with the Wicked 
be caſt into the Fire of Hell. And to ſay no more, 
does not Scripture aſſure us, that the Iſſue of Affli- 
Citions will be very comfortable as they will yield the 
comfortable Fruits of Righteouſneſs? And ſurely then 
we ſhould ot queſtion the Love of God; for tho 
the Stream that runs in the Channel of Life be very 
_ bitter, it will at laſt iſſue in the River of Pleaſure at 
| the Right Hand of God: Let the afflicted Soul then 
rejoyce in God, as he has abundant reaſon ; for the 
greateſt Miſery that he can endure in this World is 
leſs than what the leaſt Sin does deſerve ; and let 
him be in never ſo diſmal a Circumſtance, he is un- 
 ſpeakably more happy than the Wicked in their 


* 


geon, in a ſlaviſn Galley, in a howling Wilderneſs, 
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i win phs, and at Jaſt died an eaſie Deat 


a denied Gale of al is Life did and EE um; 
he. 3 ever met with a Storm or Calm, a Rock or Shelye, 
in the Voyage of Life; in ths Famil there was ſcarce a- 
ny thing but Births. and: Wedding nh Sugceſſes and Tri- 
in the midſt of his 
Children and Friends: The Sinner 1 may ſtand thus on the. - 
height of Honour, but in a Moment he may. drop into, 
the Gu ph of Miſery y; the other weeps in the Va ey io, | 85 
Tears, but he ſhall ſtand on the Mount of Viſion; the one 
after a Moments Eaſe and Pleaſure ſhall ſigh, and ran 
and torment himſelf” for ever; but the 1597 — ſhall find, 
that his Afflictions, which are but for 4 Moment, ſhall work. 
out for him a far more exceeding and eternal weight of Glory. 
I might add, Let a trueChrittian be never ſo ſeverely. at- 
flicted, he may rejoyce in the love of God, for in his worſt, 


h condition he is in a more deſirable ſtate than Adam was, - | 


_ when in Paradiſe; for tho he was happy, yet in every 

Breath he was liable to Death and Miſery ; he had no ab- 

ſolute Security of his Happineſs; but a Chriſtian i is ſecured, 

by the Blood of Chriſt, the Covenant of Grace, the Oathof : . ._- - 

God, that he ſhall be happy. for ever. Now, we may be ſure 

that] Eternal Happineſs 1s a far. greater Bleſſing than to =_ 

If an uncertain temporal good, tho never ſo great. 
(3) From.hence we may "infer, that the leaſt Complaint: - | 

under the. ſoreſt Affliction is unreaſonable; for if = . 
iction is 3 the Complaint can't Poflibly b ... .. 
low apt are Perſons to'murmur, to charge God. with Un: 
kindneſs, to ſpend their Days in complaining Sighs _ 

"I But is there any reaſon for one Com laut, when 

ove. of God (which is the greateſt Ble elling ).does,. 

0 eſt it ſelf to them; when in lome ſence they. agen 

a better Rte than Adam was, when. in Paradiſe 7, 25. vote li. 

Able to 4 Curſed. : Death ; ehen: the Angels theme | 

Ws on them in their Troubles, hh 8 Vile 

and by 6 their Attendance a oh 125 the” F 
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Ke have a right to com ain and fo infenſibly fal inte 
tha f . 5 ; but v1 they 12 45 5 . 
that all the Ev ain of, are either fuch as 5 

ut: them now 525 ſe ſuck: as are inflicted x 

18 5 


. 5 of the Calf. 
allt and prevent the Evil: And if ebe 5 
ied hk e they have as little reaſon to eam | 
plain, becauſe, God does always offer a Conſolation pro- 
portiongd. to the Evil; and we ſhould take hold of tl 


pr elſe ve add Sin to our Miſery. Chriſt tells us, If we = 
Joha 16. his Diſciples, that ip this World we ſhalt have Trouble; but 
Oe.” 33. 3 


then he ders alſo tell us, as our great Support, that br bin” 
we Hall have Beace. We ſhould therefore conſider our Re- 


lation to Thrift, and the Comforts of that Relation, and 2 


the 4 8 of cur Sorrow, = we are 


ſolace our ſelyes i dm 
d and Heirs, 'an 


Ie 


Thea nt 
ter, remember ti 


N 


15 UE the leaſt Sin, than the greateſt wa II 
| becauſe there is great He oy why we thould b 

6 but there can beno nſtifiable renten why vethould c: 
the leaſt Sint: Sin 3 e to God, but thy an 
| ma 
5 een C God and thy Soul, and provent good things from 


is an Evil in it FA ut an Afflictien may 


good, the ane is of the Devil, the other is from 


| 3 Heathens F concluded that outward Af- 


* Appetite ;/ a Priſon no evil in et cage of a rulin; 
. Paſſion : ? hata a reproach is this to a Follower of a Erucifie 
Lord, if he fhall by found to chooſe Vice rather than Tron- 


5 ble, and rhaps to fear many Sins leſs than one fag Ca. 
lamity? Surely ſuch a one with Moſes ſhould rather chooſe e 


fflictions bs fo the People of God, than the Pleaſures of 
Sin for a Seaſon; or elſe own that he 1 1s \ worſe ban an . 
- * and has denied the Faith. 


pool We may infer that tis very öntes bun for 2 


of God in their diſtreſſes to envy che een 

„ M Wicked. How a + are dete look on'a Yofperous Sin- 
LBS e ith an Ey e of Envy; not duly conſi ering: that the 
Adverſity 0f 2 the Kighteons' ig unſpeakably more deſirable: 
han their Proſperity? Our Aileen kik true Chriſtians) | 


are real Bleſſings, their Adverſity is 4 Snare, for iu de. prov. i. * 
_ frroys 1 them, they are carnal, and ſo as R, they will cor: 
rupt in the Sun- beams: Their Proſperity will iſſue in a 5 
ternal Torment, but our Adverſity in 9 
3 0 almeft uf 15 IE 

| res, not of ene FER 
but of many wicked, all their Treaſures 5 —— not value bones 
ble h, to purchaſe | one Morfel of Bread with the Divine 
e 1 ng. And what are ten thouſand Worlds without K 
Bleſſing, but as ſo many Cynbers in the Account of God, wan: 
0 8 Wwe. :- | 


Bienen "oy 3 5 


3 55 rverlaſting Jo 
Ihe little that a Righteous Man hath 
faken from him) 18 better than the T 


5 5 a te with Mon? if then wehave the 
; als uot any tins e 


1 0 0 ths but an Affli Sion ma 7 bring thee nearer to 


flictipns were not Evils, if compared with inward Guilt 
- and Defilement : A Gout no evil if compared with an jrre- 


may infer 8 we N fo Ne eo | ee 5 "M4 "= ; 


Token of Love fi 40 God. Sin Will ſeperate Gen. 39 9. | 
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not envy. 1 
like a green Hahrtree d L | 
aves, and.] Pine a vu Skacle, 

orm that Preys, ont 2 RP wall. 001 

""Bragiches. and then the. flouriſhing: Tree will be a 

Trunt cut down by the H: 1 Iſtice, as. Fu 

everlaſting Fire: When we who; Are nd 

Mall flouriſh as a Tree: V Life. in the Fo 

To conclude: Let us commit o ar, e 

_ To, endeavouring to anſwer all. t y 

- cons; let ws be humble and 558 755 wa ey and circum 

ſpeck; ler uus pray with more Earneſtneſs, and ftrivs vo 
eaſures Of, Holineſs with reater Vigour; ! 

nis World. as a7 anity, and on the 5 

great Reality; let us truſt, ang love, and ol. 
Jdeemer, Woo: does pity us in dur Atth 1c 
1: the-maſt proper time deliver us out* of Ahern x les our 
Fes be fixt on Vim, as our great hape,that we. 1 71 hot fai 
while we are chaſtned; for the Promiſes are all. Tea inc 
Amen in him; z Our time is ſbort, qur rewar 

Gal. 6; 9. us «chan e our ſelves with thek Words, 

gon reap. if we aint not. 
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